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CHAPTER I 


OUR CREEDS AND HOW THEY GREW 


Where Our Creeds Come From 


THE TWO CREEDS in our Prayer Book are very 
old. They were not invented by the men who pre- 
pared a new Prayer Book for our use in 1928, or 
by the men who prepared our first American Prayer 
Book in 1789, or even by those who put together 
the first English Prayer Book, from which ours 
is directly descended, in 1549. They were old 
before Washington crossed the Delaware or Colum- 
bus discovered America or Charlemagne was 
crowned emperor in A. D. 800. Probably Christians 
in Rome and the towns within easy reach of Rome 
were using a Latin creed much like our Apostles’ 
Creed before A. D. 200. The legend grew up that 
the twelve Apostles each contributed a clause to it, 
and that idea, held for many centuries, helped to 
fix the name by which we know it. Greek creeds 
much like our Nicene Creed were used in the cities 
of the Near East about the year A. D. 300. Our 
Nicene Creed gets its name from the fact that it is 
very like a creed adopted by a famous meeting of 
bishops held in A. D. 325 at a place in Asia Minor 
called Nicea. 
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These two are the most widely known and used 
of Christian creeds, but many others have been writ- 
ten and used in various ways in the course of Chris- 
tian history. The Church of England still uses occa- 
sionally the Athanasian Creed. Many of the 
Churches which were formed at the Reformation in 
Germany, Switzerland, and France agreed upon 
more elaborate statements of the beliefs to which 
they pledged their loyalty. Usually these are called 
‘‘Confessions.”’ Before the time of Christ, the men 
of the Old Testament had a creed, though they did 
not call it by that name. We find it in the Book of 
Deuteronomy: ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God 
is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might.’ Outside the limits of Christian- 
ity, we find a creed among the Mohammedans: 
‘There is no God but Allah and Mohammed is the 
Apostle of Allah.” 

The Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds do not 
belong to our Church alone. They are the posses- 
sions of the Church everywhere. That is why they 
are sometimes called Catholic creeds, for the original 
meaning of Catholic is “universal” or “world-wide.” 
Some branches of the Church have them both, other 
branches have only one of them. They are used dif- 
ferently in different Churches, but they are not the 
private property of any one part of the Church. If 
you go into a Roman Catholic church, you can hear 
them said in Latin. In the Greek churches of the 
Near East, you can hear the Nicene Creed said in 
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Greek. German Lutherans have them in German and 
French Protestants have them in French. 

When Jesus set out from Nazareth to teach and 
to heal men and to bring them into a new life with 
God and one another, His followers had no creed 
except that of the Old Testament, which they had 
inherited from their fathers. But it was not long 
before those who followed Jesus found themselves 
believing in One whom they had not known before. 
Jesus Himself was the great new fact in their lives. 
They came to trust Him more and more. The most 
important thing for them was to be loyal to Him. 
They felt that He had a rightful claim on them, 
that they belonged to Him. They called Him their 
Master. 

The men who followed Jesus, and their fathers 
before them, had been hoping that God would send 
someone to establish God’s rule among them. They 
called the One for whom they hoped ‘‘the Christ,” 
which meant God’s Anointed One. He would be set 
apart to rule as God’s representative, as the kings 
had been set apart in the Old Testament by anoint- 
ing with oil. Some thought the Christ would be a 
new and greater David, who would establish a glori- 
ous government. for God’s people. Others thought 
He would be a powerful angelic figure from heaven, 
by whom the rule of God would be established on 
earth. No one expected that He would come in the 
form of a humble carpenter, without the pomp and 
armies of an earthly king. But it was not long before 
the disciples of Jesus became convinced that He was 
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the One for whom they had been hoping, God’s 
chosen King of men, or the Christ. It was He whom 
God had sent to set up the rule of God in their lives. 
That was the heart of their new belief. 

When men believe something very strongly, they 
want to put it into words. They want to ‘‘tell the 
world.” The first Christians were sure that they had 
been given in Jesus One who was the answer to their 
highest hopes and their deepest needs. They declared 
that conviction by saying that “Jesus is the Christ 
and Lord,” Jesus is God’s King of men. They set 
out to share with other men the truth they had 
found. That simple statement was the main plank 
of their platform, what they stood for, the core of 
their new creed. ‘hey were bound together in a close 
comradeship by sharing that personal loyalty to 
Jesus. When new members were added to the com- 
radeship of the Church by baptism they were asked 
to declare their conviction that ‘Jesus is Lord.” If 
men were ready to accept that, they belonged in the 
comradeship of the Church. 

But this was not the only belief to which the first 
Christians were seeking to be loyal. Or to express it 
more truly, Jesus was not the only One in whom they 
trusted and to whom they gave their allegiance. 
They trusted more than ever in the God whom Jesus 
called ‘‘Father.’’ Also they had found a new Spirit 
powerfully at work in their own fellowship, a Spirit 
that had come into their lives from God through 
Jesus. They trusted that Spirit to guide and 
strengthen them. So the first seed of the creed un- 
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folded and came to have three parts. They began to 
baptize new members not only “in the name of 
Jesus,” but ‘“‘in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” They declared their 
faith in God, the Father; in Jesus, the Christ and 
Lord; and in the Holy Spirit. When we look at our 
creeds, which grew out of these early beginnings, 
we see that they have these three parts as their 
ground plan or framework. 

From what has been said already we can see why 
men made creeds. They made them for three pur- 
poses. First, to express or utter what they believed. 
When we feel something very strongly, we want to 
put it into words in order to express what we feel. 
It is hard to keep still about something for which we 
care greatly. And when we manage to put it into 
words we find that we have a better hold on it. It 
is more truly our own. Men have put their faith in 
Jesus and the Father and the Spirit into words be- 
cause they felt the need of giving utterance to what 
they felt deeply. Secondly, men made creeds because 
they wanted to share their faith. We do not keep 
things to ourselves which we think very important 
and worth while. When we get a new idea or dis- 
cover something.interesting we try to tell others 
about it. The first Christians had gotten a new idea 
and they tried to share it by putting it into words. 
Finally men made creeds to find out who belonged 
with them and who did not, as a test for membership 
in their society. People belonged with them who 
shared their deepest convictions. We would not ex- 
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pect a pacifist to join the Navy League or a Republi- 
can to join the Socialist party. The Christian Church 
welcomed people who honestly believed in their God, 
in their Lord, and in the Spirit at work among them. 
If men shared their faith they ought to be ready to 
stand up and say their creed. We shall see as we go 
on why this way of testing Christians has not always 
worked well, but that was one of the purposes for — 
which creeds were made. 


Creeds are Symbols 


One of the oldest names for creed is ‘“‘symbol.”’ 
A symbol is something tangible that stands for some- 
thing not so tangible. ‘Iwo stars on a flag are a 
symbol of a major general. A check for ten dollars 
is a symbol. It is not worth anything by itself. It is 
only a good check if it stands for money or credit in 
a bank. A handshake is a symbol of friendliness or 
agreement between two people. It is not the friendli- 
ness or the agreement. It “‘stands for’’ the friendli- 
ness or agreement. Words are our most common 
and useful symbols. They represent all the things we 
think of and mean when we communicate with each 
other. But they are not the things they stand for. 
The letters e-l-e-p-h-a-n-t are not the same as the 
animal they represent. It is easy to say the word, 
but difficult to produce the animal. Symbols are very 
useful, but never are they perfect and generally far 
from perfect. If we are asked to write a letter telling 
exactly what we think about someone we know very 
well, we are pretty certain to find that we cannot 
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succeed in expressing just what we do think. Cer- 
tainly we do not imagine that the person who reads 
the letter will know the man we are writing about 
just as well as we do, as a result of our words. ‘There 
are a great many times in life when “words fail us.” 

It is good to remember that “‘words fail us’’ in 
religion. The creeds are symbols of our faith. They 
try to put into words what we believe about God 
and Christ and the Spirit. But there is nothing 
harder to put into words. God is a great mystery. 
A three-year-old child can say the word “‘cat’’ and 


_. know more or less what he means by it. But that 


child would have a hard time if you asked him for a 
full description of a cat. A man can easily say the 
word “God,” but it is hard for him to say what he 
means by it. One of the greatest minds that ever 
served the Church, St. Augustine, once said that we 
say some of the things we do about God simply in 
order that we should not remain silent. The creeds 
are not that in which we believe; they are symbols 
that point beyond themselves to the Father and 
the Son and the Spirit. 

More than that, they are symbols that do not 
belong to us alone. They are not trying to say some- 
thing for us alone. When we say the creeds we are 
not uttering our own private thought in our own 
words. If we set out to do that, few of us would 
speak the language of the creeds. When we say the 
creeds, we are joining with a great company of men 
and women of every race and of many centuries to 
declare the faith that binds us all together in a uni- 
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versal Church. They are a language for Americans 
and Chinese and Italians and Negroes and Fiji 
Islanders, for learned men and unlearned alike. 
They are a way the Church offers us all of standing 
together and uttering our faith. If we remember 
that, we shall be more patient when we discover that 
they do not always say things in just the way we 
would choose if we were making up our own private . 
creed. 


CHAPTER II 
“Tl BELIEVE” 


What It Means to Believe 


OUR CREEDs begin with “I believe.” There are 
no end of beliefs among men. In all human thinking 
and living, beliefs are at work and have much to do 
with the way men act. We find them in politics and 
in education and in everyday life, as well as in re- 
ligion. There are people who believe in a protective 
tariff and others who believe in ‘“‘free trade.’’ Mili- 
tarists and pacifists differ in their beliefs; so do So- 
cialists and Capitalists. Vegetarians have strong con- 
victions as to what we should and should not eat. If 
any one of us started to make a list of all the things 
we believe, we would soon grow weary, for we are 
all great believers. We believe that the sun will rise 
tomorrow, that Lincoln was a President of the 
United States, that the world is shaped like a ball 
slightly flattened at opposite poles. We believe that 
men should have a fair trial whether they be black 
or white, that if we do not get rid of war it is likely 
to destroy our civilization. We believe in our friends, 
in “playing the game” squarely, in the honesty of 
our banker. 

To believe something is to think it true, to be 
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ready to say “‘yes’’ to it. To believe in something or 
someone is to trust them, to be ready to depend on 
them. There is an important difference between be- 
lieving that something is true and believing in some- 
thing. The first has to do with our minds, but may 
not concern our hearts or wills very much. We can 
believe that Thomas Jefferson was a President and 
not care a bit whether he was or not. It does not 
have anything to do with our lives. But when we 
believe in something our hearts and wills are con- 
cerned. It means that we trust and care. 

The word that Christians generally use for this 
second kind of belief is Faith. We have faith in a 
bank when we are ready to put our money in it with- 
out fear. We have faith in a bridge when we are 
willing to put our weight on it. To have faith in a 
friend is to be confident of his loyalty and trust- 
worthiness. The “I believe” with which the creeds 
begin is first and foremost a way of saying that we 
put our trust in the Father and in the Lord Jesus 
and in the Spirit. 

These two kinds of belief, holding something to 
be true and trusting in something, are different, but 
they are closely related to each other. We can believe 
with our mind that the limb of a tree will hold us and 
yet be afraid to trust ourselves to it. But we cannot 
believe in a friend without believing that he exists 
and is dependable. We can believe with the mind 
without having much heart or will in it, but we can- 
not believe with the heart and will without having 
some mind in it. So trusting in God always calls upon 
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us to say ‘“‘Yes”’ to the question whether God is and 
is trustworthy. 

Religious thinkers or theologians have had these 
two sides of belief in mind when they have distin- 
cuished Faith as the heart’s trust in God and The 
Faith as the things which a Christian believes. A 
person can have a strong trust in God without hav- 
ing clearly in mind all the Christian beliefs. He may 
certainly accept with a part of his mind many Chris- 
tian ideas and not really trust and serve God. But 
for a strong and growing religious life we need both, 
the loyal trust of heart and will and an understand- 
ing acceptance of the truth about God. 


The Degrees of Belief 


Our believing, like our temperature, has many 
different degrees. It is low and high. It goes up and 
down. We “rather suspect,” “think perhaps,” “‘half 
believe,” ‘‘are very sure,” “‘almost certain,” ‘haven't 
a doubt.’ At the bottom is doubt and at the top is 
sure confidence. We need both. In some things we 
need more of doubt, in others more of sure confi- 
dence. The scientist needs a great deal of doubt so 
that he won’t come to any conclusion until he has 
tested that conclusion in every way he can imagine. 
A friend needs a great deal of sure confidence be- 
cause people only show themselves fully and at their 
best to those who believe in them. In religion, as in 
friendship, sure confidence stands high. The great 
friends of God, like Jesus, are men of much confi- 
dence. They trust God with their whole heart and 
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mind and strength, and they call their followers to 
“have faith.” To love God with all our heart and 
mind and strength and to trust Him with sure con- 
fidence are two sides of the same thing. 


The Test of Belief 


When we want to discover what someone else 
believes we usually ask him what he thinks! And we 
usually “‘take his word for it.” Generally people 
mean what they say. If they did not, language would 
not be of much use to us. Nevertheless, there is a 
great difference between saying something and really 
believing it. Saying that we believe in God is no sure 
proof that we do believe in Him. We may be lars. 
Or we may be saying thoughtlessly the ‘regular 
thing,” what other people seem to expect of us. 
More commonly when we say we believe something 
that we do not wholly believe, the trouble is that 
only part of us believes it. For most of us are not 
just one person; we are many persons. We have dif- 
ferent beliefs when we are doing different things, or 
are with different ‘‘crowds,”’ or are in different needs. 
It is not very hard when we are among friendly 
people with fine ideas to think that men are brothers. 
But it is hard to think so when we are with mean 
people. There are many who believe in God at 
church, but stop believing in Him when they go to 
work. The part of them that goes to church believes 
in God. The part of them that goes to work does not. 

If we see a person who says that he believes 
something, acting in a way that goes against it, we 
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decide that he does not really believe what he says. 
He may be a liar or just thoughtless, or more prob- 
ably he is double-minded like most of us. If a man 
believes something wholeheartedly, he will be ready 
to act on it at any time. So the way men act is the 
surest test of what they believe. A man who says he 
believes in brotherhood and acts in an unbrotherly 
way does not believe with his whole heart. He may 
believe it on Sundays, but not on other days. Most 
of us are like the man who said to Jesus, ‘“‘Lord, I 
believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 

Jesus used this test of action with His friends. 
He asked them who they thought He was. Peter 
answered that he believed Jesus was the Christ, 
God’s King of men. But again He said, ‘‘Why call 
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say?” “Ye shall know them by their fruits.’? The 
Church asks those who come to her to say what they 
believe, but the belief she stands for is of the sort 
that shows itself in the way we live. 


Is Our Belief Christian? 


In the city of Washington there is a place called 
the Bureau of Standards. There the government 
keeps the most perfect weights and measures that 
can be made so that the people of the United States 
can try out their own weights and measures by com- 
paring them with the best standards. Christians have 
tried for a long time to find a perfect standard for 
Christian belief. In the early centuries they used to 
write about what they called the ‘‘Rule of Faith.” 
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That meant the standard or measure of Christian 
belief, a yardstick by which people could tell whether 
a belief was Christian or not. It has been found much 
harder to discover a perfect measure of Christian 
belief than a nearly perfect measure of one pound 
or one foot. For religious belief is alive and grow- 
ing and, as we have seen, it is very hard to put into 
words. Our branch of the Church has decided that 
the standard as to whether a belief is Christian or 
not is the Bible. ‘hat does not mean that everything 
the Bible says is true and right and Christian. The 
Bible grew for many hundreds of years and our 
understanding of it is still growing. But the men who 
wrote the Bible were always moving on to a better 
knowledge of God and His will, and they came to 
the fullest knowledge when they came to know and 
love Jesus. If any have a sure right to the name 
Christian, it is those who gave us our New Testa- 
ment. The best test as to whether a belief is Chris- 
tian is whether it is true to the mind and spirit of 
our Lord’s teaching as recorded in the Bible. 


Why We Believe 


It is interesting to try to discover why we be- 
lieve various things. If we look into our own minds 
we find that we believe a great deal because some- 
one we trust says it is true. Most of our beliefs 
about things that happened in the past are largely 
of this sort. We get our ideas of American history 
from books and teachers. The same holds of our 
beliefs about a great number of things which do not 
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come into our own range of observing. We accept 
the ideas of astronomers as to the age and size of 
the stars, the ideas of mechanics as to what is wrong 
with our automobile engine, the ideas of explorers 
as to what is to be found at the South Pole or in 
central Africa. This is called believing on the basis 
of authority. An authority is a person who knows 
what he is talking about because he has observed it 
carefully and shared the knowledge of other good 
observers. Probably most of what any of us believe 
comes to us from authorities. This is true in religion 
as well as in other matters. We begin by believing 
in God because people we trust tell us about Him. 
We continue to trust what the friends of God say 
about Him because they know Him better than we 
do. They are authorities on the subject of religion. 

A second influence on our believing is reason. 
We believe many things because they seem reason- 
able to us. By that we mean that they fit in with 
other things we already believe. If we came back to 
our house after an absence of some days and found 
the drawers of the bureau pulled out and the con- 
tents. scattered about the floor, we would conclude 
that a thief had broken into the house. And if we 
found a pane of glass broken in a cellar window, it 
would be reasonable to think that the thief had 
come in that way. We would accept this belief not 
because someone told us it was true, but because it 
fitted the facts. We believe that Shakespeare’s 
“Hamlet” could not have been made by putting a 
lot of words in a box, mixing them up and then draw- 
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ing them out at random. So much thought would not 
come out unless a great mind had put the words 
together. In the same way men have believed that 
there must be a mind and will at work in the world. 
Otherwise the world would not be so full of mean- 
ing and good. 

Our beliefs are influenced not only by authority 
and by reason; they are also shaped by our wishes 
and feelings. The study of the workings of our minds 
by psychologists has made it clear that we are not 
as thoroughly reasonable as we like to think we are. 
When we are afraid in the dark it is easy to believe 
that there is someone in the room. An anxious per- 
son is very ready to think that some ill is about to 
happen. Anger or prejudice is very favorable to the 
idea that our enemy is plotting against us. In war 
time people believe almost anything evil about the 
opposite side. Likewise goodwill and friendliness 
are closely bound up with faith in the trustworthi- 
ness of other people. What we see and what we 
think reflects the state of our hearts and the direc- 
tion of our wills. Good wishes and a good will are 
needed for belief in goodness. 

Though all these influences go into the making 
of our beliefs there is another influence that is 
stronger than any of them. We sometimes say that 
‘seeing is believing.” ‘There is nothing that makes us 
so sure of anything as seeing it with our own eyes, 
or touching or hearing or tasting it. That is what we 
mean by personal experience. Authority and reason- 
ing and wishes have to give way when they come up 
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against that. If you see a friend on the street and 
talk with him, you are sure that he is alive and near 
even though you had reason to think he was far 
away or someone told you he was dead or you feared 
that he was. The strongest kind of believing in re- 
ligion is based on ‘‘spiritual seeing.”’ Jesus said, ‘“The 
pure in heart shall see God.” He did not mean that 
they would see Him with the outward eye, but with 
the inward eye. We see that a fence is white with the 
outward eye. We see that two and two make four 
with the eye of the mind. We see that courage is 
better than cowardice, that kindness is better than 
cruelty, that “‘the greatest are the servants of all” 
with the eye of the spirit. The first Christians saw 
for themselves that Christ is God’s chosen King of 
men, but that seeing was different from seeing the 
color of His eyes or the shape of His head. Those 
who believe most surely and truly as Christians are 
they who have had the “inward eye’’ opened by 
Jesus to see their neighbors and God and themselves 
as they truly are. 


CHAPTER III 
WE BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER 
What We Mean By God 


“I BELIEVE IN Gop.” “I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD.” 

The word ‘‘God”’ is one of the hardest words in 
our language to explain or define. It is short and easy 
to use, but the wisest are perplexed when they try to 
say what it means. That is not because it means so 
little, but because it means so much. It is always 
easier to define small things than great things; much 
simpler to tell someone what we mean by a rose than 
what we mean by beauty. 

One line we can follow to discover what men 
have in mind when they use the word ‘“‘God” is to 
gather together some of the other words they use 
in place of it. In the Bible, in prayers and hymns, 
God is often spoken of as ‘“‘the Most High,” ‘‘the 
Lord,” ‘the Lord of all power and might,” 
“the Rock of Ages.’’ He is sometimes spoken of as 
“the Everlasting Arms’? and as One ‘“‘who was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be.” | 

From words and sayings like these we can see 
certain things that are at the heart of what men 
mean by ‘‘God.”’ He is the rock-bottom fact about 
our universe, the power that is back of it or over it, 
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the one that can be depended upon and does not 
change. He is also the best we can know or imagine. 
To love God is to love the Best, no second-best. To 
trust God is to trust the most dependable. St. Paul 
wrote of certain people “whose god is their belly.” 
It is commonly said of some men that money is their 
god. When we say that: some people make money 
their god we mean that they care more about money 
than anything else and trust the power of money 
more than anything else. In doing that they make an 
idol, for an idol is a false god, a god not worthy of 
all our trust and all our love. 

Another way to discover what men mean by 
“God” is to observe how they act and feel in His 
presence. Wherever we find men conscious of God 
we find certain acts and feelings. 

We find worship, adoration, sacrifice, prayer. 
We find reverence, humility, a feeling of mystery 
and dependence, trust and devotion. When they are 
aware of God, men feel their own littleness and un- 
cleanness; they feel moved to kneel or stand; they 
want to give Him the best they have and praise His 
greatness. We can say then that God is the One 
whom men worship, on whom men feel that they de- 
pend, to whom they owe everything. The real atheist 
or man-without-a-God is he who has found nothing 
or no one whom he worships and trusts and knows 
himself called to serve with full devotion. 

Belief in God is not just one more belief added 
to our other beliefs, as though we added a belief 
that there is a race of yellow men to our belief in a 
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white race, or as though we accepted the idea that 
we have an uncle in Chicago about whom we had 
not previously heard. Belief in God must become our 
ruling belief or it is not really what it claims to be. 
What we think about God has to do with what we 
think about everything, about our neighbors, who 
also belong to God; about our possessions, for they 
come from God; about our work, which is only good 
if it is done for God. What we believe about God is 
very close to being what we believe about all of life, 
where it comes from, where it is headed, what we 
are to live for. 

Christians are those who love and trust God as 
they have come to know Him through Jesus and in 
Jesus. They trust the Living Power whom He 
trusted and see that Living Power at work most 
clearly in His life. They love and serve the Living 
Goodness whom He served and find that Goodness 
embodied in His life. 

If we could read the life of Christ freshly, with- 
out ever having heard of God or religion, the fact 
that would stand out most would be that He lived 
constantly with Someone Else. In addition to the 
mind within His own life and all the human minds 
about Him, He was sure of Another Mind. That 
Other Mind really understood things and Christ 
knew that the way to understand things is to get in 
touch with the thoughts of God. Christ had a will 
of His own and knew that there were wills in the 
human lives of His neighbors. But He was conscious 


of Another Will who had the right purpose for Him 
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and His neighbors. He called that Other Will the 
Will of God. The things worth caring for were the 
things God cared for. The things worth doing were 
the things that God willed. The first commandment 
or rule of life for Him was to love the perfect Will 
of God, or to seek first His rule or kingdom in our 
lives. He found this Someone Else making His Will 
known in the moral law, through the minds of the 
prophets, in the needs of men, in the opportunities 
and demands which life brings to us. 

When we join in the opening words of the creeds 
we declare our faith in the Living Will whom Jesus 
served and in calling Him ‘‘God”’ we confess that 
this Living Will is for us the rock-bottom fact on 
which our lives depend and the Perfect Goodness 
who claims our loyal service. 


“The Father’ 


We have already noticed some of the many 
names men have used for God. Jesus used most often 
the name “Father.” When He prayed He always 
began, “Father.” The prayer He taught His dis- 
ciples begins, “Our Father.’’ In speaking of the 
relation between God and man He often used par- 
ables of fatherhood, such as that of the father who 
had two sons or that of the father who knew how 
to give good gifts unto his children. To understand 
His words we must remember that the Jewish father 
of His time was not a playmate and easy companion 
to his children as modern fathers often are. The 
father in a fine Jewish family was a wise and loving 
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ruler, whose commands called for absolute obedi- 
ence. He had authority in his household and the 
children felt respect for him as well as love. Though 
Jesus did not address God as a king, He often spoke 
of Him as a king. His God was a royal Father, with 
all the majesty of a great ruler. He spoke of God as 
a great Lord, who put His servants in charge of His 
possessions and expected them to manage His pos- 
sessions faithfully. His God was the world’s King 
and the rightful Master of men’s lives. But His 
favorite name for God was “Father.” 

When we try to find a name that will help us to 
think of God truly, we have to take a word which we 
have learned in our every-day doings. Since we are 
human beings, we can only think of God with our 
human thoughts. We look at the earth and the stars, 
at the workings of heat and electricity and chemicals, 
and we see that they are orderly. We see law in 
the way they act. Some have thought that “Law” 
would be the best name for God. It is Law, they 
say, that rules all things. Law is what we must obey 
and depend upon. But a law, in the sense that sci- 
ence uses the word, does not make anything hap- 
pen. It is just the order men find when they observe 
carefully the happenings in nature. We cannot wor- 
ship a law. It does not care. It has no purpose and 
no power of itself. 

We watch the living things about us, plants and 
animals, and give the name ‘“‘Life” to that which is 
in all that grows. There is Life in us and all about 
us. There are those who think that “Life” is the 
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best word for God. God is the Life in everything. 
But life is not the highest and deepest thing we know 
until it becomes Spirit. Only then does it think and 
have purposes and care for what is good. The high- 
est kind of life on earth is the personal life we find 
in men. And the highest kind of human life is found 
in the great thinkers, artists, rulers, saints. In them 
We see spirit mastering things and shaping them into 
beauty and goodness. What we find in them is the 
best clue we have as to the nature of God. Jesus 
thought of God as the Wise One, the Great Ruler, 
the Maker of Beauty, the Holy One, but even more 
He thought of Him as the Loving Will who cares 
most for the spirits of men because they belong to 
Him, who desires to share His best gifts with His 
children, and stands ready to forgive all the wrong- 
doings of men if only they will return to Him. Jesus 
chose the’simple, human word ‘“‘Father”’ as the name 
for God because it expressed what was uppermost 
in His thought of God. 

Following Him, we believe in God “‘the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ We are not cogs in a vast 
machine or animals in a huge park, but children in a 
home. The people around us are not cogs in a ma- 
chine and we disagree with God when we use them 
simply as tools to gain our own ends. The things 
we own and use and enjoy are not just “luck.” They 
are what the Father has given us in accordance with 
His will for the common good. Our attitude to life 
is only true to this faith in ‘“‘the Father” when it is 
humble, trusting, grateful, brotherly. We “hallow”’ 
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His name of ‘‘Father,”’ exalt it and make much of it 
only by living as sons and brothers. 


“Almighty” 


Men have always admired strength. Their 
heroes have been strong men, like Hercules and 
Samson, who could lift great weights. They have 
admired the strength of a horse or an ox and the 
strength of the “strong mountains.”’ We still admire 
strength. We are thrilled by the strength of those 
who can drive a ball further than the rest of us or 
endure the strain of a long climb or swim many miles 
through cross currents. 

As men grow wiser they come to see that there 
are many kinds of strength. There is the strength of 
Goliath that came from mere height and weight and 
largeness of muscle and bone. There is also the 
strength of David that came from skill and swift- 
ness and the will to win. And David defeated 
Goliath. We see the strength of mind outwitting the 
strength of muscle. We see the strength of goodness 
outlasting the strength of money. ‘Thousands remem- 
ber and honor the name of St. Francis, but who 
knows the richest man who lived in the days of St. 
Francis? Pontius Pilate was a strong man in his day. 
He ruled over a province and could decide whether 
men would live or die. But we remember him only 
because he had something to do with the life of 
Jesus. 

Jesus had a great deal to say about real power 
and greatness. He was constantly upsetting people’s 
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ideas on that subject. ‘‘You think,” He said, “‘that 
the great men are those who lord it over their fel- 
lows. The truly great are those who serve their fel- 
lows.” They are the people who in the long run get 
the most done and persuade the most people to fol- 
low them. ‘You think the best way to deal with an 
enemy is to do him one worse. If he hits you, hit him 
harder. I say that the greatest achievement is to 
make a friend of him. That is harder to do and can 
only be done by the strength of love.” There is an 
old Christian hymn which we use constantly in our 
services that carries out the idea. ‘‘He hath put down 
the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the 
humble and meek.” The idea is that the power of 
God may not be on the side of those whom men 
commonly call strong. 

Men have always admired the strength of God. 
For “power,” the power in which we shall finally put 
our trust, is an essential part of what men mean by 
God. They have wondered at the strength of Zeus, 
who could ‘hurl thunderbolts.” They have mar- 
veled at the power which could keep “‘the stars in 
their courses.’’ To begin with, men admired the brute 
strength of God. He was “‘the Lord mighty in bat- 
tle.” As they grew wiser they came to admire even 
more the wisdom of God, His patience, His self- 
restraint, the strength of His character. The Al- 
mightiness in which Christians trust is not the 
strength of brute force or possessions or the power 
to command; it is the Almightiness of the Father. 
The highest power that God has is the power of 
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love to overcome evil and create an answering love. 
It is not so much the power to compel as the power 
to attract; more like the power of beauty to win our 
admiration or truth to gain our free assent or love 
to gain our affection and trust than the power of a 
heavy machine to hammer things into shape. That 
was the kind of power that Jesus trusted even when 
He saw the strength of the Roman Empire and His 
enemies united to kill Him. And the power He 
gained from communion with the Father was of this 
same sort. He did not compel things to happen as 
He wished, but when they happened He was ready 
to use them for His own good purposes. He did not 
compel men to follow Him. He drew them into His 
service. He was sure that this kind of power rules 
in heaven and will remain when the powers of this 
world have passed away. He believed in a “Father 
Almighty.” 


“Maker of heaven and earth, And of all things 
visible and invisible’’ 


One of the oldest questions with which men have 
wrestled is the question as to how the world as we 
know it came into being. It is still one of the ques- 
tions that interests us most. But though this ques- 
tion is one, there are two quite different ways in 
which men come to it. We may wonder what the 
world was like at the beginning, by what stages 
things came to be as we now see them, how old the - 
world is. That is the concern of science. Or we may 
wonder what kind of power lies back of everything, 
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whether the world came into being because some 
great Purpose was at work and what that Purpose 
was. [hat is the interest of religion. 

The Bible opens with a story of Creation. 
Plainly those who wrote that story were not writing 
as historians, who base their work on carefully tested 
records of the past, or as scientists, who seek to put 
many pieces of evidence together to make a reason- 
able picture of how things happen. The great con- 
cern of the men who wrote the Bible was to declare 
their faith that the power back of all things is the 
Purpose or Will of God. Believing that, they used 
their imaginations freely to picture God at work in 
the beginnings of things. They did not care so much 
how long Creation took or in just what order things 
were created. They cared greatly whether or not 
God was back of it all. 

For thousands of years that was the only story 
of Creation which men possessed. But in the last 
two hundred years scientists have been giving us a 
new story of Creation. They have had to use their 
imaginations also, but their imaginations have had 
more accurate materials on which to work. ‘They 
have had the records given us in the rocks, the re- 
mains of prehistoric animals in the earth, the clues 
to be found in the family relationship between the 
many forms of life. As a result we know that the 
heavens and the earth are many times older than the 
people of the Old Testament ever dreamed. We 
know that the world we see and the innumerable 
forms of life about us did not all begin to be at one 
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time. We imagine the earth being drawn off the 
whirling gasses of the sun and started on its endless 
journeying in space and then cooling and hardening 
and being shaped into the globe upon which we live. 
We picture life beginning, perhaps by some mingling 
of the materials of the earth, and then evolving into 
the great family of life leading up to Man. 

Careful students of the Bible have discovered 
that two ancient stories of Creation have been joined 
together in the early chapters of Genesis. The earlier 
and more childlike form of the story is found in the 
second chapter. There God is pictured as making 
things somewhat as a man fashions a piece of pot- 
tery with his hands. He ‘“‘formed Man of the dust 
of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life.” In the first chapter of the same book 
we find the later and more majestic story in which 
God’s thought and will bring things into being by 
their own mysterious power. “‘God said, Let there 
be light: and there was light.’” Our own thought of 
Creation develops somewhat as did that of those an- 
cient writers. At first we think of God in a childlike 
way, making things as a man makes them with his 
hands. As we grow we come to see that this is an un- 
worthy and childish picture and think of God's 
thought and will shaping and moving all things 
more as our thought utters itself in our action or as 
an artist clothes his dreams in a great picture or a 
great book. God’s creative power is the power of 
Reason and Spirit indwelling and shaping the ma- 


God the Father 29 


terials of the universe so that they fulfill His pur- 
pose. 

Creation is not something that happened long 
ago and was then ended. It is going on all the time. 
God is constantly creating new things, changing the 
““scene,’’ creating new “‘characters,” like a writer 
working on a very long story. He creates tomorrow 
out of today, plants out of soil and air and light, 
men out of animals, saints out of common human na- 
ture. His Spirit is forever moving ‘‘on the face of the 
waters.” This constant work of creation He shares 
in a measure with us. That is part of our sonship. We 
have some power to make ourselves and the people 
and things about us. We can dream and plan and 
shape. We do a good work and play a good part 
when we work with the purpose of God by letting 
the Spirit and Will of God work in and through us. 


CHAPTER IV 
WE BELIEVE IN THE SON—WHO IS HE? 


“And in Jesus” 


WE COME NOW TO THE KERNEL from which the 
Christian creeds grew. It is in this section that there 
is the most difference between the earlier and simpler 
Apostles’ Creed and the later and longer Nicene 
Creed. 

We begin with His human name, “‘Jesus.”” That 
was the name which Mary and Joseph gave to Him. 
It is just like the common names we have, like John 
and James and Ruth. It reminds us that the Person 
in whom we believe was truly a man. Other re- 
minders of this same fact follow. He was born. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate. He died and was 
buried. 

A man is a very mysterious being. There is much 
about a man that we do not understand, but we can 
all recognize a man when we see one. The people 
who saw and lived with Jesus during His life on 
earth recognized a man, and we can still see the man 
in the records of His life which they have left us. 
He had a body like ours, which began to grow within © 
His mother’s body, was born, and then became 
larger and stronger until He was full grown. His 
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body felt hungry and tired, cold or warm, like ours. 
He had a mind like ours, which awakened slowly 
out of the dim awareness of infancy; began to no- 
tice the things and people around Him; began to see 
things with His eyes and hear things with His ears 
and handle things with His hands. He learned to 
talk, and to share with the people around Him their 
thoughts and feelings. He went to school and played 
and worked. And slowly the time came when He 
began to live His own life, to think for Himself and 
find His own special place in the world. 

By studying the record of His life in the Gospels 
and the history and customs of the country in which 
He lived we can learn much about the way He lived. 
He grew up in the household of a carpenter in a 
small hill town. The family was poor. Probably they 
lived in a small stone house, with only a single room. 
That room was their kitchen and bed room and din- 
ing room and work room. It had hardly any furni- 
ture, only a few earthen-ware dishes and water jars, 
a stool, some sleeping mats, and a stand for a flicker- 
ing oil lamp. Money was scarce, as it usually is in 
the country. The day’s wages of a working man was 
about sixteen cents. he loss of a ten cent piece was 
important, so the room was swept and searched to 
find the lost coin. Life was neighborly in the village, 
as it still is in the country. The housewife told her 
neighbors about the coin she had lost and found. 
Borrowing was common. If a visitor arrived at 
night, when the family larder was empty, the man 
of the house went next door and called to his neigh- 
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bor, asleep on the floor with his family, asking him 
to lend them some bread. Sometimes a boy in a near- 
by house would grow restless and rebellious at home 
and would go away to another town in search of 
pleasure and freedom. 

In a simple household such as this Jesus grew 
up. He watched the doings of the household and the 
village; women turning a little hand-mill to grind 
the cereals into meal; sewing and reaping; leaven 
working in the dough; children playing at wedding 
processions and funeral processions in the streets. 
He went to a synagogue school where He learned 
to read and where He studied the history of God’s 
dealings with His own people and the sayings of the 
great teachers of His race. He went to prayer meet- 
ings in the village synagogue, where the Scriptures 
were read and explained by the village teachers. As 
He grew older, He listened to the learned men de- 
bating about the meaning of God’s law and quoting 
texts from the Old Testament to prove their points. 
Occasionally on the great feast days He traveled 
south by foot or on a donkey to the chief city, Jeru- 
salem, to attend a festival service at the Temple. 

He entered very deeply into the faith of His 
own people. We might gather up their faith in this 
way. [hey believed that heaven and earth had been 
brought into being by the Holy Will of God. God 
had chosen the Jews to be His special servants and 
children. God had given them a Law to live by. He 
held out to them the promise of a glorious future if 
they proved obedient to His Law. Some day He 
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would send them a new David or a new prophet or 
a Heavenly Deliverer to establish His Kingdom and 
rule over them. 

Jesus looked at the same happenings as the people 
around Him. He read the same books. He listened 
to the same teachers. But He saw much more in them 
than anyone else saw. There was a different Spirit 
in Him. He looked past the outside of things and 
people, which everyone could see, into the inside 
meaning of them. He watched things growing and 
was astonished that such small things as seeds grow 
into such impressive things as shrubs and trees. He 
decided that this is the way of life. Little things with 
life in them can do great things. He watched the 
effortless growth of flowers. They do not strain to 
be anything. Then He looked within Himself and the 
people around Him and saw that man cannot grow 
by worry. He noticed that the seeds scattered on the 
field did well or poorly according to the soil they 
fell upon. And He saw that to the people around 
Him there often came the same words, the same 
suggestions, the same opportunities, but some were 
so hard-shelled that a new idea could not get in 
and some so shallow that a deep thought could not 
take root. , 

Such thoughts as these must have filled His 
mind as He went about His carpentry. He had 
grown to manhood and was unknown except by the 
people of His own village—to them He was only 
the carpenter. [hen a change took place. ‘There ap- 
peared from the desert across the river that bor- 
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dered His country on the east a rude, outspoken 
preacher. This John the Baptizer had been think- 
ing and praying in the wilderness about the needs of 
his people and the will of God. At last he felt com- 
pelled to speak. Crowds came to hear John and be 
baptized as a sign of their turning away from wrong 
and being made clean for God. Among them came 
Jesus and asked to be baptized. He knew that re- 
pentance and cleansing were what His people most 
needed and He wanted to be with them in their 
need. 

He was baptized by the desert preacher. With 
that baptism the conviction came to Him that God 
had sent Him to be the Deliverer of His people. 
New power came to Him from God. He felt Him- 
self driven into the wilderness to think and pray 
about the work before Him. 

Then His ministry began. He went about the 
villages, and in the village synagogue, on hillsides 
and on the shores of a lake, He taught the things 
He had seen in His years of preparation and the 
new truth that constantly came to Him from God. 
By the mysterious power of His spirit He healed 
many who trusted the power of God in Him. 

He gathered learners and followers about Him. 
We usually call them disciples. They were the people 
who believed what He taught and believed in Him. 
They were ready to go where He went and do what 
He asked them to do. They wanted to help Him a 
little if they could. It would have been hard for these 
first disciples to say exactly why they followed Him. 
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If they had talked our language they might have 
said something like this: “He is right. We are 
wrong, but we want to be right. He is clean. We 
want to be clean. He is generous, steady, con- 
fident. We are often ungenerous, very shaky, and 
uncertain. We want to be like Him. We do not 
know what to call Him, but He is the best we have 
found. If He is ready to give so much for us, 
we must be worth a great deal. He makes us feel 
more important. Everything seems to count more. 
But He does not make us vain. He makes us humble. 
When we are with Him, God seems very near and 
real. It is good to be with Him. We want to keep 
near Him.” 

His words meant a great deal to them and they 
treasured them. But more than His words, there was 
beauty and mystery and power in His life that drew 
them and yet held them at a distance. That is the 
way holiness always affects people. It makes them 
feel little and big at the same time. It attracts them 
in the way beauty and goodness attracts them, and 
at the same time seems far off and almost terrifying. 
As St. Paul put it, men saw “the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus.” 

The disciples were not many. Often those very 
near Him were blind to the truth He shared with 
them. His family thought He was a fool. Most 
of the people in His own village could not get over 
the idea that He was merely a carpenter. The rulers 
thought He was dangerous. The learned teachers 
of the Laws of God suspected that this Galilean 
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who dealt so freely with the tradition and was so 
friendly with tax collectors and sinners and spoke so 
confidently about the will of God was possessed by 
the .Devil, not by the Spirit. The leaders of the 
Jewish Church, hearing rumors that He claimed to 
be the Messiah, were shocked at such blasphemy. 

The opposition became intense. Jesus, keeping 
His faith in little things and quiet things, withdrew 
to share more deeply with His few faithful friends 
the truth God had given Him. Then finally He set 
His face towards Jerusalem to carry through the 
work of God. He went unarmed into the camp of 
His enemies and put all His trust in the power of 
God. His enemies dealt with Him as He expected 
they would. But He was not one to turn back when 
things looked dark and difficult. 

He “‘suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried.” At least His enemies thought He 
was dead and buried. 

To believe in Jesus is first of all to believe in 
the Man who was born and grew and suffered and 
died, as His first friends believed in Him. It means 
to believe what He teaches us and to be ready to 
follow Him. 


“Christ . . . our Lord’ 


The first disciples began by seeing in Jesus a man 
they were ready to follow. Very quickly they saw 
that He was no ordinary man. He taught as no 
other man taught. He had powers that other men 
lacked. There was a mystery about Him. Who was 
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was certainly a teacher sent from God. He was a 
prophet, that is, a man who had a direct message 
from God for them. He was their Master, the one 
who had a right to command them. But none of 
these titles was high enough to say what He meant 
to them. 

Jesus did not talk a great deal about Himself. 
He talked chiefly about God and His Kingdom. But 
when He had come to trust His nearest disciples 
and they had come to trust Him, He shared with 
them a secret He had with His Father. The secret 
of His life could not be expressed by the titles, 
Teacher or Prophet or Master. He was God’s 
promised King of men. He was “the Man of God’s 
own choosing.”’ He was the Messiah, the Christ. To 
be ready to give Jesus that title was no light thing 
for those first disciples. It was not just adding an- 
other word to His name. It meant wholehearted de- 
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obeyed before any earthly king or ruler. He came 
first, before father or mother or wife or business. 
He was King of kings. To say we believe in Jesus 
“the Christ’? is to confess Him as the one whom 
. God has chosen to rule over our lives. 

To call Him “our Lord” is to hammer home the 
same loyalty. A man’s Lord is the one whom he 
serves. He is the one to whom a man belongs. God 
is often called ‘‘the Lord”’ because He is the One to 
be served and obeyed before anyone else. Christians 
have called Jesus “our Lord” because they believe 


38 We Believe 


that He shares with His Father the rulership over 
our hearts. 


“His only Son’ 


Jesus saw in men the sons of God, because He 
knew God as the Father. This sonship towards God 
was the most precious thing in men. His task was to 
help them to enter into it. For sonship is both some- 
thing that is and something that ought to be. We 
are sons of our human fathers because our lives came 
from their lives. We belong to them. When they are 
good fathers they care for us as their own and want 
to share the best they have with us. That sonship we 
can never destroy. But we only become true sons by 
accepting that love and living as sons. Jesus saw in 
men sons who had not entered into the full blessedness 
of sonship to God. They had misused the Father’s 
gifts. They were unbrotherly with the Father’s other 
children. They needed to come home again and start 
a new life with God and their brothers. Jesus wanted 
to share with men His own perfect Sonship. 

Those who followed Jesus saw that He had what 
they wanted. In Him man’s sonship with God had 
not been hurt by any disobedience or unfaithfulness. 
He lived so near to the Father that the Father and 
He always thought as one and worked together. He 
was able to tell men what God had told Him. He 
saw things with His Father’s eyes. So they felt that 
the truest way to say what had happened with the 
coming to them of Jesus was that God had sent His 
own Son to them. That was better than saying that 
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the world’s King had sent His favorite Ambassador 
or that the world’s Manager had sent His chief Ser- 
vant. Of course the words are human words and the 
pictures they suggest to us are pictures drawn from 
our human life. We have no others to use. But how 
can we say better what the coming of Jesus has 
meant to us than that God sent His Son? He sent 
the One who was nearest to Him and dearest to 
Him to help us become sons of God. 


“God of God, Light of Light, Very God of very 
God” 


The first followers of Jesus saw that He was a 
man. [he record of His truly human life was kept in 
the Gospels, especially in the three earliest Gospels, 
those of St. Mark, St. Matthew, and St. Luke, 
which were written during the seventy years between 
the Crucifixion and the year A. D. 100. When we 
read these Gospels we recognize the Man Jesus 
whom they knew and remembered. It is true that 
He was so clearly a unique man and did such mys- 
terious things that Christians were sometimes 
tempted to think He was a strange superhuman 
being, an angel or half-god. His enemies thought 
His power must come from the Devil. But the 
Church held fast to the memories of His human 
life, His being born of a human mother, His eating 
and drinking, talking, walking, hungering, thirsting, 
dying. They put that conviction that He was a true 
man into our creeds. 

We have seen that they never thought of Him 
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as an ordinary man. He saw things that other men 
did not see. He knew things that other men did not 
know. He could do what other men were helpless to 
do. Above all He lived in a constant communion 
with God that marked Him off from other men. At 
first they tried to explain Him by saying that He 
was a man who had been sent on a great errand by 
God and given special power and authority for doing 
God’s work among men. He was like a king’s mes- 
senger or ambassador, to whom the king had given 
his own power and authority. That way of thinking 
of Him is expressed in His title of Messiah or 
Christ and helps to tell the truth about Him. 

But as Christians continued to wonder concern- 
ing Him and sought to tell others who He was, an- 
other way of thinking of Him took possession of 
their minds. Like all men of true religion they felt 
the tremendous difference between God and man. 
The thought of the power of God made them feel 
small and weak. The thought of the cleanness of 
God brought home to them the fact that they were 
soiled. Men come and go quickly, but God “‘was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be.’ God is as 
high above us as the heavens, and more vast and full 
of mystery than the spaces into which we try to look 
on a clear night. Yet in the life of the Man Jesus, 
God had come near to men. His clean holiness was 
the holiness of God. His self-giving goodness was 
the goodness of God. His doings were the doings of 
God. Not only did God use this human life, as one 
person uses another person to accomplish his pur- 
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pose or carry his message, but God dwelt in Him. 
The love of God for men did not remain afar off 
directing the Man Jesus; the love of God entered 
into Him and possessed and used Him. The mind 
of God took human form and was made plain to 
us in Him. God entered man’s life to lift men to His 
own presence. God is Light, men had said, the light 
that awakens man from being half-asleep and half- 
alive, the light in which everything is shown as it 
really is. That Light of God shone through the hu- 
man life of Jesus. God is Life, the fullest and most 
abundant life, from which all other life comes. That 
Life of God lived in Jesus. God is Truth, the Truth 
which gives meaning to everything. The Truth of 
God is made known in the life and mind of Jesus. 
This is the thought that runs through the Gospel of 
St. John, which is the latest of the Gospels to be 
written. It is not so much a record of the human life 
of the Man Jesus as a pageant of His life in which 
the writer puts into His mouth words that express 
what Christians of the year A. D. 100 had found 
Him to be. He is One who can say to men, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” “I am the Light 
of the world.” ‘He that hath seen Me hath seen the 
Father.” 3 

Following this line of thought the Church was 
faced with the question, Is the Light and Life in 
Jesus really the Light and Life of God? When He 
draws near to us and we to Him, are we coming in 
touch with the very thing that God is? The Church 
answered, Yes, and uttered that conviction in the 
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words of the creed, ‘‘God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of very God . . . of one substance with 
the Father.” 

This use by God of a truly human life to be the 
bearer of His own giving of Himself is in line with 
all His doings. He is always using plain and humble 
things to carry and bring forth something higher. 
The plainest materials of soil and air and light go 
into the making of the rarest plants. The stuff of 
plants and lower animals is built up into the life of 
our human bodies. All our powers of thought and 
feeling are founded on the mysterious workings of 
our bodies. The greatest artist can make no beauty 
until he finds his crude piece of stone to cut, or goes 
through the patient work of mixing his colors. The 
highest thing we know in human life is the love 
between friends or in family life, but as the Lord 
said, love may show itself best in something as sim- 
ple as giving a cup of cold water to one who is 
thirsty. The highest things use the commonest things 
to dwell in and show themselves. And God used the 
body and mind and heart of a country carpenter to 
show Himself to us. 


“Conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin 
Mary” 


There is no more familiar part of the story of 
Christ’s life than the Christmas stories of His birth. 
Probably most of us hear of Him first in connection 
with those stories. If we read carefully the first 
chapters of all of the four Gospels we discover that 
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these accounts of His birth are found in the Gospels 
of St. Matthew and St. Luke in somewhat different 
forms. They are not found in the first Gospel that 
was written, that of St. Mark. Nor is there any 
reference to them in the letters of St. Paul, which 
were written before any of our Gospels. We do not 
know how the writers of the Gospels of St. Matthew 
and St. Luke learned of these stories. Of course the 
times they deal with were some years before the 
disciples of Jesus first met Him. Some have imagined 
that Mary, the mother of Jesus, told them. That 
may be so. She would have known best what hap- 
pened at the time of His birth. 

These stories tell us that His birth was very 
unusual. They tell us that Joseph, the husband of 
Mary, had nothing to do with His birth, but that 
God by the power of His Spirit caused the new life 
to begin to grow. Whoever first told of these won- 
derful happenings, the stories became a part of the 
Gospels and they were treasured by the Church and 
brought down to us. When the creeds were written 
the words ‘‘conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary” were included, partly because they 
were a part of the record which all Christians ac- 
cepted, partly to stress the fact that Jesus was truly 
born. 

The main point of these happenings for those 
who first wrote of them was that the life of Jesus 
was in a very special way the work of God. His 
coming among us was not the doing of man. His 
wonderful gifts were not received from men. They 
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were received directly from His Father in heaven. 

Though men have had various ideas as to why 
Jesus should have been born in an unusual way, the 
fact that He was born in that way was hardly ques- 
tioned at all until quite recent times. It is still not 
questioned by the larger part of those who call 
themselves Christians. But there are a considerable 
number of Christians who earnestly question it. 
They believe that Jesus is their Master and Lord, 
God’s King of men, and that in and through His 
human life God Himself has shown His character 
and given His life to us, but they doubt whether 
Jesus was born in the way the Christmas stories tell 
us. 

The reasons for this questioning are many. Since 
science has developed, men have seen how regular 
are God’s workings in nature and have grown more 
critical about reported exceptions in those workings. 
As they have learned more about history they have 
seen how quickly stories of marvels gather around 
the records of those who have impressed men deeply 
with their powers. The careful study of the Bible 
has made it clear that God has used very human 
writers to tell us of Himself and His will. On the 
other side, those who support the truth of these 
stories remind us that they come from very early 
writings, quite near to the time when Jesus lived; 
that there is so much that is extraordinary in His 
life that we must hesitate to deny other wonders; 
and that though the workings of God in nature are 
generally so regular, still the world is full of sur- 
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prises and mystery. In the face of these differences 
between sincere Christians our own branch of the 
Church continues to express our common faith in the 
language of the ancient creeds. Probably most mem- 
bers of the Church take the words in their literal 
meaning. Others think of them as part of the poetry 
of religion, expressing the truth that our Lord’s 
life was uniquely a gift and work of God. 


CHAPTER V 


WE BELIEVE IN THE SON—HIS WORK 
FOR US 


“For us men and for our salvation” 


THE APOSTLES’ CREED simply states the barest 
outline of Christ’s life. He was born, suffered, died, 
rose again. The Nicene Creed says what He lived 
and died for—‘‘for us men and for our salvation.” 

Salvation is not a familiar word in our ordinary 
speech, though we find it often in the Bible, in hymns 
and prayers. Most of us would find it hard to say 
what it means. But there is another word very close 
to it which is plain enough, the word “save.” That 
means to rescue, to keep from being lost, to pre- 
serve alive. We could change the wording of the 
creed without changing its meaning so that it would 
read, ‘‘to save us men, to preserve our life, and keep 
us from being lost.”’ 

Then the question would be, ‘“To save us from 
what or for what?’ When a lifeguard “saves” a 
woman from drowning or a doctor ‘‘saves’”’ a man 
by an operation, we have no doubt as to what the 
person was saved from. Because men are made so 
that they cannot live under water, and that a serious 
infection is likely to kill them, these people were in 
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danger of losing their lives. They were saved from 
death and for life. 

Christ said that He came “‘to seek and to save 
that which is lost.” He spoke often of what men 
must do if they are to “enter into life’ and of the 
danger they were in of “‘losing their souls.” But the 
life for which He came to save them was more than 
the life of the body. He saw that men were meant 
for a deeper kind of life than the life of the body 
and that they were in danger of losing that deeper 
kind of life. They were capable of a life of sonship 
with God and brotherhood with men. They were 
capable of a life of self-forgetful service. They could 
possess things that last forever instead of things 
that last only for a short time. They were like the 
people of Israel living in slavery in Egypt or in fear 
and want in the wilderness, when not very far away 
was a Promised Land into which God wanted to lead 
them. He called that Promised Land the Kingdom 
of God. Most of His teaching was about that prom- 
ised Kingdom of God which was so near and which 
men were so likely to lose. It was not a place some- 
where on the earth. It was a way of life. It was not 
something men could see with their outward eyes or 
touch with their hands. It was an Unseen Kingdom, 
everlasting like the God who is its ruler and center. 
The road to it is a narrow road, easily missed. Men 
find it whose hearts are set on it, on the Will of God, 
on brotherliness and service and cleanness. Men lose 
it whose hearts are set on their own gain. The peo- 
ple who are forever trying to spare themselves end 
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by losing the life of the Promised Kingdom. The 
people who forget themselves in the service of God 
and their neighbors gain the greatest happiness of 
life in the Kingdom. It is worth giving up every- 
thing else we care for to gain that. We are kept 
from it because we care for the wrong things, be- 
cause we think too much about ourselves and too lit- 
tle about God and our neighbors. Christ came to 
lead men out of a life of slavery to themselves, out 
of a life of unbrotherliness and deadness of soul into 
the more abundant life of the Kingdom in which the 
Father rules. 

Men were best able to see what Christ meant 
by life in the Kingdom of God by looking at His 
life. There the great laws of the Kingdom were 
being lived. God was loved first with all His heart. 
Men were loved as He loved Himself. He owned 
very little that thieves could steal or moth and rust 
could corrupt, but He owned a companionship with 
God and with men, a high kind of happiness, and a 
freedom from fear that nothing could take away. 
The cleanness of Christ, His lack of all pretending, 
His joy, were all part of what goes with the rule or 
Kingdom of God. He wanted men to have what He 
had found and He came to help them find it. 

Christ’s work was to save men for a life of 
eternal fellowship with God and with their brothers 
in the Kingdom. How did He do His work? He did 
it partly by teaching. Men cannot walk in a way they 
do not know. Wrong thoughts of God, of them- 
selves, and of their neighbors lead them astray. 
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Christ came to help them lay hold of true thoughts 
of God and themselves. Even more, He did His 
work of saving men by living out the love of God 
for men in the world. Men cannot follow a goodness 
they have not seen. Love does not spring out of 
nothing. It is an answer to the goodness and love 
seen in another life. It is caught by contagion from 
companionship with another person. It was not 
enough that Christ should tell men of the Father 
and His forgiveness and His seeking desire for the 
obedience and the answering love of men. It was not 
enough that He should tell men that they were 
brothers and that the way to fullness of life is that 
of service. He must ‘‘show them the Father,’’ show 
the Father’s unfailing love, show His kindness to the 
just and the unjust, His welcome to the disloyal. 
Christ did His work for men by being what He was 
and is,—the embodiment or incarnation of God’s na- 
ture in a truly human life. He saved men in the time 
of His earthly life and has saved men ever since by 
laying hold of them with the persuasion of His own 
love and goodness and taking them with Him into 
a life of love for God and men. There is nothing 
that does more to make us what we are than the 
companions we keep. Christ offers to men a new 
companionship, that walking with Him we may en- 
ter the life of the Kingdom with Him. 


“Crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.’ 


The doing of His work “for us men and for our 
salvation” led Christ to the Cross. He did not come 
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to die, He came to live and to bring men into fuller 
life. But all the powers of evil that kept men from 
the Kingdom of God stood in His way. The regular 
teachers of His people were angry with this new 
Teacher, whose teaching was so different from 
theirs. When we are wrong it usually makes us an- 
ery to be told we are wrong and we try to place the 
blame on the person who criticizes us. The men who 
were strong and in positions of rule wanted to hold 
on to their power. They were fearful and jealous of 
this new Leader who had so much attraction for the 
common people. The chief priests, whose business 
it was to lead in the worship of God, were shocked 
at this plain man from a hill town who talked so 
confidently of God’s will and even permitted His 
disciples to name Him God’s King of Men. They 
called it blasphemy. The Roman governor did not 
care much about Jewish religious affairs, but he 
would rather kill an innocent man than have a 
troublesome disturbance. All the ways of thinking 
and ways of living that make up the kingdom of 
this-world-as-it-is were gathering to defend them- 
selves against Christ and the rule of God. 

Christ knew that the forces that wanted Him 
out of the way were strongest in Jerusalem. But he 
set His face towards Jerusalem. Not to have done 
that would have been to give up His work. His 
work was to win His country for God. To win a 
country you have to take possession of the center of 
its life, its capital. Jerusalem was the center of the 
life of Christ’s people. ‘There was the Temple and 
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there were the leaders. He went to Jerusalem to 
stake everything on a final attempt to free His peo- 
ple from their wrongness and lead them into the 
rightness of God’s Kingdom. 

Why did He not go to Jerusalem as others have 
done who sought to win a city? Why did He not 
gather an army, put Himself at the head of it, at- 
tack the city by force, kill or imprison the leaders, 
and set Himself up as ruler? Why did He go un- 
armed into the camp of His enemies and let them 
capture and kill Him? If He had not done that He 
would have been false to everything He stood for. 
He was not out to capture men’s bodies and compel 
them to serve God outwardly. He was out to capture 
men’s hearts and wills and win them to an inward, 
free service of God. You cannot capture men’s hearts 
and wills by violence. He saw how men had been 
meeting evil with evil ever since the world began. 
If they were kicked, they kicked back. ‘They met an 
angry word with an angry word. They took an eye 
for an eye and a tooth for a tooth. Usually they went 
their enemies one better, or one worse. He saw that 
this only piled up hatred and conflict. God sent Him 
to show men a better way. The better way was to 
meet hatred with love and to answer the kick with a 
kindness, not because one is afraid or weak, but be- 
cause that is the only way to set things right and 
make a new start. When Christ stood face to face 
with His enemies, He would not give way an inch. 
He would not compromise a bit. He stood for every- 
thing He had always stood for. He was right and 
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they were wrong. But He would not do them any 
hurt, for He came to them in the name of His Fa- 
ther whose will is always for men’s good. If there 
was any hurting to be done, it was He who would 
be hurt. He would take all the hurting that comes 
out of wrongness and swallow it up into His own 
generous life. 

Things looked very black as Christ drew near to 
the Cross. It seemed that His whole life was a 
failure. But even in that darkness He held fast to 
His faith in God. He had been giving up things that 
He cared for to do the will of God, and God had 
answered His sacrifices by using His life to help 
men. He had given up possessions and home and 
family. And God had given Him more power than 
could ever come from possessions and more brothers 
than there are in any family. He dared to trust that 
even if He gave up His life in the service of God, 
that sacrifice would be taken by God and made use 
of for the good of men. On the night that He was 
betrayed He had a farewell supper with His closest 
friends. By what He said and what He did He told 
them that His life was an offering to God. 

He was “‘crucified . . . under Pontius Pilate.” 
From that day to this Christians have been wonder- 
ing what the crucifixion of Christ meant. Why did 
His work ‘“‘for us men and for our salvation’’ lead 
to the Cross? Why did God allow His own Son to 
suffer? Why did the Best have to go through the 
worst? 

Many answers have been given to these hard | 
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questions. We see the beginnings of them in the New 
Testament, where the death of Christ is spoken of 
now as a “ransom for all,” now as a “propitiation 
for our sins,’’ now as a “‘sacrifice.”? Words like these 
appear often in the prayers we use in our Church 
services, as when in the Prayer of Consecration in 
the service of Holy Communion we speak of Christ 
as one “who made there a full, perfect, and sufh- 
cient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins 
of the whole world.” But even if these words are 
familiar to us they are likely to leave us still very 
much in the dark because they speak the language 
of men of another time, who were much more “‘at 
home”’ in ideas of ‘“‘sacrifice’ and “‘propitiation” 
than we are. 

Back of all the ways in which Christians have 
tried to express the meaning of the Cross lies the 
thought that there must be a great separation— 
more than that, a deep hostility—between the per- 
fect goodness of God and the wrongness in men. He 
who is good hates evil. He who is love hates cruelty. 
He hates lying and uncleanness and selfishness. ‘The 
enmity between the goodness of God and the evil of 
men arises out of their natures. The wrongness of 
evil lies just in the fact that it hurts what is good. 
Uncleanness soils what is clean. Lying hides the 
truth. Ill-will hurts and destroys love. Stupid brutal- 
ity breaks things that are beautiful. God, the Crea- 
tor and lover of all that is good, must be the enemy 
of all who work evil. He is as far from selfishness 
and lying and injustice as the East is from the West. 
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The men who wrote the New Testament knew this, 
and they knew that the wrongness which separates 
from God and makes men enemies of God was in 
them. 

Yet Christ had come to destroy that separation 
and hostility between them and God, to bring God 
near to men and men near to God. His work was to 
reconcile the Good God and very evil men. That was 
His work and it led Him to the Cross. Why? 

Wrestling with this question, Christians have 
looked for illustrations taken from human life of 
what happens when evil or wrong comes between 
persons and how the separation or enmity is over- 
come. 

One of the favorite examples, which is unfortu- 
nately too familiar to us, is that of paying a ransom 
to bandits to set free someone who has been cap- 
tured by them. Christ’s death has often been ex- 
plained as a kind of ransom. When bandits carry 
off a man from his home and family, they demand a 
heavy payment before they will give him up. Using 
this illustration, Christians have said: ‘‘Mankind 
has fallen into the power of evil. In the Cross of 
Christ we see God paying the price to evil to have 
us for His own sons again. We are prisoners of 
selfishness and ill-will and untruth and uncleanness. 
The goodness of God cannot have us back without 
paying a heavy price to evil.’’ This old illustration 
if taken too literally gives us an unattractive picture 
of God bargaining with evil, but apart from that 
there is much truth in it. You cannot pull a person 
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out of a mud hole without getting muddy yourself. 
The doctor who tries to save people from a deadly 
disease must go where that disease is and run the 
risk of being attacked by it himself. Where there is 
evil and wrong there is always damage. The only 
question is as to who will take the hurt of it. If the 
goodness of God in Christ was to rescue men from 
the power of wrong, He had to go into the midst of 
it and let it take its toll of Him. The Cross of Christ 
was the heavy ransom given to the powers of evil 
by God. 

Take another illustration. Suppose a young man 
trusted by a bank has taken advantage of his posi- 
tion to steal some of the money which other people 
have entrusted to the care of the bank. He has gone 
away to another city and spent the money. Then he 
is caught. Occasionally we read that the man who 
controls the bank, wanting to give the thief another 
chance, has repaid the money that was stolen, out 
of his own pocket, instead of having the young man 
sent to prison for his wrong-doing. The damage that 
was done is carried by the person who was injured 
rather than by the person who did the injury. The 
person who is right takes the loss. When the Prod- 
igal Son wasted his inheritance from his father, it 
was the father who was hurt. The father might well 
have said that the son had no further claim on him; 
let him now suffer for his disloyalty and foolishness. 
Instead of that the father swallowed the loss of what 
he had gathered and kept for his son. He swallowed 
his injured pride. He took the loss, and when his son 
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returned repentant the father was ready to give him 
the best he had and return good for evil. Christ 
said that was God’s way of dealing with wrong. 
As Christians have thought about the Crucifixion 
they have come to see that something like that 
happened then. Men have made bad use of God’s 
gifts. We have wasted the opportunities He has 
given us. We have considered ourselves more than 
we have considered Him. When God sent the best 
He had to give to us, we were so stupid and self- 
willed that we would not receive Him. But the 
goodness of God in Christ did not turn on us to hurt 
us for the hurt done to Him. He took the hurt 
and offered us forgiveness. In the Cross we see God 
suffering for the sin of the world. 

Another way of saying what the Crucifixion of 
Christ meant is to call it a sacrifice. In every realm, 
life opens up only in answer to self-devotion, to self- 
giving. The long-undiscovered parts of the world 
have been opened to us by the devotion of explorers. 
The truth about the stars or about electricity or 
the workings of our bodies have been revealed only 
since men devoted themselves to these realms of 
truth with patience and much sacrifice. This is true 
in human relationships as well. People draw very 
near together only by self-devotion. Men have long 
known that this is true in religion. God can give His 
best only to those who give their best to Him. In 
the past men “‘devoted” or gave their best sheep 
and even their children to God to gain the best from 
Him. It took them long to learn that God’s greatest 
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gifts are His answer, not to the offering of sheep and 
oxen, but to the offering of ourselves. 

Not only is it true that life opens up only in 
answer to self-giving; it is also true that life would 
be much poorer for most of us if we had only what 
had been won by our own sacrifices. On every side 
we are greatly in debt to the devotion of those who 
have had much more to give than we have. Most 
of the truth we live by has been won by the sacri- 
fices of others. Much of the beauty we enjoy has 
come out of the devotion of others to beauty. The 
political freedom which we take for granted has not 
come to us freely; it has been gained for us by the 
struggle of heroes and the loyalty of innumerable 
unknown men. Even in our personal relationships 
people are constantly doing things for us for the 
sake of our mothers and fathers and friends. Others 
have won the truth and love which we enter into. 
There is no use in saying that we must all stand on 
our own feet. None of us stand alone. 

This is truest of all in religion. The knowledge 
of God which we possess could come to us only 
through lives that gave themselves wholly to His 
service. The full power of God to change and heal 
men comes only in answer to a dedicated life. God 
shows Himself to us through lives that live for Him. 
The communion with God which is open to us is 
ours only because of the heroism of prophets and 
martyrs and the self-discipline and prayers of saints. 
The multitude of sacrifices to which we owe so much 
are all gathered up and crowned in the death of 
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Christ. There in the Cross God’s love is revealed 
as nowhere else and the full ugliness of our wrong- 
ness, as that which kills the best, is made plain to us 
there. After the Crucifixion it was as though a great 
spring of water had been opened up. New energies 
flowed into human life. Men called it an outpouring 
of the Spirit. Great leaders, like St. Paul, were 
raised up. The New Testament, the Church, gifts 
of healing, gifts of teaching, a new comradeship be- 
tween men of many classes and races—these were 
all part of the good that came to men out of the self- 
giving and sacrifice of Christ. No wonder that men 
said, in a picture that seems strange to us, that a 
healing stream came from His wounded side. No 
wonder they said that Christ, the great High Priest, 
by offering Himself had done what all priests up to 
then by “performing sacrifices’ had not been able to 
do. He had opened the way to the Holiest. In the 
Cross we see Christ giving Himself completely to 
God to win for us new possibilities of life with 
God and man that we could never have had apart 
from His sacrifice. 

Christ was led to the Cross because He would 
not let go of God and He would not let go of men. 
If He had been willing to let go of God He could 
have accepted the ways of men and they would not 
have killed Him. They killed Him because He dis- 
turbed them in their evil. The evil in us always tries 
to kill off the good that disturbs us. If Christ had 
been willing to let go of men He could have gone 
off with a few sympathetic friends to live the life 
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He believed in. But then He would have left men to 
go their own way, headed for the destruction that 
evil always brings. Because His task was to reconcile 
or bring together God and men, He held them to- 
gether in His continuing love for each—at the price 
of His life. He was the victim of the conflict between 
the ways of men and the way of God. 


“He rose again from the dead: He ascended into 
heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God” 


Jesus had often told His disciples that ‘“‘he that 
saveth his life shall lose it; and whosoever will lose 
his life . . . shall find it.” God keeps and makes 
great use of the lives that spend themselves freely 
in His service. The Gospels tell us that Jesus 
prophesied that God would raise His life up again 
after His death and give Him a glorious place of 
power. He went to the Cross with the faith that He 
was not throwing His life away. 

The Resurrection was God’s answer to Christ’s 
faith. 

The earliest testimony to the fact of the Resur- 
rection is given in a letter which St. Paul wrote 
to the Christians in Corinth about the year 
A. D. 55, only twenty-five years after the Cruci- 
fixion. St. Paul knew personally the men whose testi- 
mony he reports and they were men who had known 
Jesus personally during His ministry. This is what 
St. Paul wrote: “I delivered unto you first of all 
that which I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures; and that He 
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was buried, and that He rose again the third day 
according to the Scriptures; And that He was seen 
of Cephas (Peter), then of the twelve: After that, — 
He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, 
but some are fallen asleep. After that, He was seen 
of James; then of all the Apostles. And last of all 
He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due 
time.” It is perfectly clear from this testimony that a 
large number of the disciples of Christ were abso- 
lutely sure that they had been granted a sight of 
Jesus alive after He was dead and buried. St. Paul 
was sure that he had shared in this mysterious ex- 
perience. The Gospels were written later than this 
letter of St. Paul. They were written at different 
times and in various places between the year A. D. 
65 and the year A. D. 100. In each of them we have 
a different form of the Easter stories about the 
Resurrection. St. Paul puts all his emphasis on the 
“sight”? of Jesus that came to His disciples. The 
Easter stories in the Gospels put much emphasis on 
the empty tomb. Even if we did not have the testi- 
mony of St. Paul or the Easter stories in the Gospels 
there would be very strong evidence for the Resur- 
rection. The early Christians went out into the 
world to testify to it. They began immediately to 
celebrate Sunday, the first day of the week, instead 
of Saturday, the Jewish Sabbath, as the memorial 
day of the Resurrection. Men who had been full of 
fear and discouragement when their Lord was taken 
prisoner and killed as a criminal were quickly filled 
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with the greatest courage and confidence because of 
what had happened to them. 

That something very real happened to convince 
these men of Christ’s victory over death is certain. 
When we try to say just what happened we are face 
to face with great mysteries. Was the “sight” of 
Jesus, that they were granted, a seeing with the 
bodily eye, like our everyday seeing? It was granted 
only to those who had known and loved Christ, or to 
one like St. Paul, in whom faith and hostility were 
struggling together for mastery. That suggests that 
it was a ‘‘seeing’’ with the eye of faith, a spiritual 
seeing. In the story of St. Paul’s conversion in the 
ninth chapter of the book of Acts, the “‘vision’’ of 
the Lord that came to him at the time of the great 
change in his life is not at all like ordinary seeing. 
It is more like the “‘vision” of God that came to the 
old prophet Isaiah, when God called the prophet 
into His service (Cf. Isaiah 6). Even in the stories 
of the Resurrection in the Gospels, where the im- 
pression of the bodily is so strong, there is a constant 
sense of mystery about this “‘body”’ which comes and 
goes so strangely and passes through closed doors. 

When we try to understand the Resurrection of 
Christ we are dealing with something that passes 
our understanding. We are on the borderland be- 
tween this seen world and the unseen world. We pass 
quickly out of our depth. If we give up trying to un- 
derstand better just what happened and ask what it 
meant to those first believers in Christ, it is plain 
it meant to them that God had lifted His life out 
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of defeat, out of dishonor, out of weakness, out 
of death, into victory and honor and strength and 
still greater life. His life was not ended; He had 
entered into new activity. His full greatness as God’s 
King of men was revealed. He was like the heir to a 
throne who, having passed through great suffering 
and contempt, was crowned with glory and honor. 

Those early Christians expressed their assurance 
of what had happened to Christ by saying that ‘He 
ascended into heaven and sitteth on the right hand 
of God.’ Here we see how men must turn to 
picture-language to say what they think about the 
things of God. The ‘‘aboveness’”’ of God is not the 
same as the ‘‘aboveness”’ of the roof over our heads. 
The “Ascension” of Christ is not like going up- 
stairs; God has not a literal right and left hand. But 
the picture of Christ, lifted up very high and placed 
on a seat of honor beside the throne of God, says 
what men have felt to be the truth about Him. 
God has placed Him in the highest position we can 
imagine. Men have known that because He claimed 
the highest place in their hearts. 

To believe in the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ is not chiefly to believe that something very 
strange happened in Palestine long ago; it is to be- 
lieve that something is true for us now. It means 
that Christ and everything we see in Him, His Spirit, 
His way of thinking and acting, His self-giving for 
God and man, His love of straightforwardness and 
hatred of hypocrisy, is now and forever “at the right 
hand of God,” in the position of power and au- 
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thority. It means that His companionship and 
leadership and rule are not something that was true 
once, but something into which we are to enter now. 
To share His life of service to God and man lifts 
us out of the passingness and death of this life and 
gives us a share in His Resurrection. To enter into 
His humbleness is to have a part in His glory. 


“He shall come to judge the quick and the dead” 


One of the oldest thoughts that men have had in 
religion is the thought of a Last Judgment. To be- 
lieve in God is to believe that how we live and the 
kind of people we are makes an everlasting dif- 
ference. If the world and our lives are just an acci- 
dent that happened in a world without any meaning, 
then nothing makes an everlasting difference. In that 
case the only judgment we have to face is the judg- 
ment that other men pass on our lives. It may be a 
fair judgment or it may not, according as to how fair 
and how wise the people are who judge us. At any 
rate our judges will soon die themselves. Some day 
the whole world and all the people in it will cease to 
be and then we imagine there will be just a dead 
world spinning around a cooling sun. There won’t be 
anything left to show for what we have done and 
tried to be. All will be as if nothing had been. But 
if, as Christians believe, the world and our lives have 
come out of the everlasting Will of God and He 
has a purpose for us, then how we live and the kind 
of people we are does make an everlasting dif- 
ference. The great, last question then is, “‘What 
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does God think of us?’ We pass through a great 
many tests and judgments as life goes on. Umpires 
judge our playing of games. Teachers judge our 
work in school. Employers judge our value in their 
shops or offices. If we get into trouble with the law, 
courts decide how we stand. The Last Judgment 
reveals how we stand in the eyes of God. 

Men have pictured this Last Judgment in vari- 
ous ways. Sometimes they have imagined their souls 
being weighed in a great scale. Often they have 
thought of themselves as coming to a door and being 
questioned as to who they were and what they had 
done before they could enter. Naturally the pic- 
tures of the Last Judgment have been taken usually 
from our human courts where a man is brought be- 
fore a judge, seated on the “bench” in his robes, 
where all the truth about the man that can be known 
is brought out and at the end the judgment is passed. 
God has been pictured as sitting on a throne with 
all the men and women who have ever lived passing 
before Him. You can see this scene in old religious 
pictures. | 

With the coming of Christ a new figure came 
into the picture. The new figure was Christ Him- 
self. During His early ministry all sorts and condi- 
tions of men stood before Christ and their lives were 
measured against His life. Sometimes He gave judg- 
ment of them in words. Sometimes those who stood 
before Him knew how things were with them in 
their own hearts. Often men passed judgment on 
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themselves by the way they dealt with Him. When 
we stand before something very beautiful, we show 
what we are by the way we answer to it. If we “see 
nothing in it,’ it is we that are condemned, not the 
thing of beauty we seem to condemn. To stand be- 
fore Christ and to prefer what we are to what He 
is, is to judge ourselves, not to judge Him. A rich 
young man came before Christ and heard Him claim 
all the young man’s wealth for the service of God. 
He went away sorrowful, because he cared more 
for what he possessed than he cared for God’s ser- 
vice. A poor widow put her little into the Temple 
treasury in the sight of Christ and went her way 
commended because she had given her best to the 
best she knew. Christ stopped at the house of two 
sisters and found one of them so busy with her fussy 
little duties that she had no time for Him. He said 
she was missing the best for the second best. The 
Pharisees condemned Christ and His disciples for 
being careless about the rules of worship, and Christ 
said they were like people who washed the outside 
of a cup and left the inside dirty. They could not see 
that our wrongness comes from the inside and works 
out. Peter, in a moment of terrible fear, denied that 
he was a follower of Christ. Soon afterwards he saw 
Christ look at him. That look was enough. Peter 
wept for shame at his own disloyalty. 

Out of all these experiences there came a new 
picture of the Last Judgment. The faith grew among 
the disciples of Christ that the last and highest test 
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of their lives would be a testing by the mind of 
Christ. God had set His life on high to be the 
standard of our lives. God looks at us through the 
eyes of Christ. In the light of His life, which is the 
‘True Light,” we shall stand and be judged. 


CHAPTER VI 


WE BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 
AND IN THE CHURCH 


“T believe in the Holy Ghost” 


WE COME NOW TO THE THIRD and last part of 
the creeds. We have seen that the God in whom 
Christians believe is the Father in heaven by whose 
power and will our world and our lives are made. 
That is the faith of the first part of the creeds. He 
is the Son, showing Himself to us and giving Him- 
self for us in the life of Jesus. The second part of 
the creeds deals with this. He is also the Holy Spirit, 
living and working within us to make us true sons 
of the Father and true brothers of Jesus. 

This thought of God living and working inside 
of men as a Spirit is a very old one. The men of 
the Old Testament knew very well that God is very 
far above us and our world. He is not shut up in our 
world. His thoughts and His purposes run far 
beyond our thoughts and our wishes. They tried to 
say this in many ways. They said that before there 
was any world, God was; and if we and our world 
stopped being, God would remain. They said that 
from the viewpoint of God the greatest islands are 
_very little things and men like grasshoppers. They 
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said that when everything in the world seems upset, 
God is not upset. But along with this conviction that 
God is above us and our world there was the as- 
surance that God is in the world and in men. They 
saw the signs of the inward working of the spirit of 
-God in the order and beauty of nature. Even more 
they saw it in gifted men. The skill and imagination 
of the artist was not of the artist’s own making. 
It was God sharing with men something of His own 
power to create beauty. Most of all the power that 
came to the great prophets to know God’s will and 
put it into words was a gift. It ‘‘came to them.” 
They could make themselves ready for its coming, 
but they could not make it come. It was God, work- 
ing in and through them as the Holy Spirit, who 
“spake by the prophets.’ The greatest gift that 
men could hope for was that God would pour out 
His spirit on them more fully, making them more 
able to see with His eyes and love what He loves 
and do His will. 

All these thoughts were in men’s minds before 
the coming of Christ. In His life they saw a man 
filled with the Spirit. They felt that His coming was 
the preparation for a great outpouring of new 
powers from God into their lives. And their hopes 
were not disappointed. After His death and Resur- 
rection, there came to His disciples, as they met for 
prayer in His name, a whirlwind of new energy and 
enthusiasm. It was like a gale rushing through a 
house after a sultry day, upsetting things that 
seemed fixed and changing the whole atmosphere. 
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It was like a fire leaping from one to another until 
all were part of one flame. Men who had shown 
no gifts of speech began to speak more persuasively 
than some who had practised long. Men who had 
spent their lives doing humdrum things, like fishing, 
or sowing and reaping grain, began to fish for men 
and sow new thoughts that changed thousands of 
lives. Quite ordinary men wrote little books that had 
something in them which has made them the most 
famous books in the world. Most surprising of all, 
people who had found it quite hard to live up to the 
ordinary demands which men make on each other 
began happily to do more than was required of 
them. They were more generous, more clean, more 
kind than any law could require. People of different 
classes and different races found the barriers be- 
tween them breaking down and were thrilled with 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

The possession of this Spirit as a power within 
one’s life was one of the marks of membership 
in the new society that grew up among the dis- 
ciples of Christ. They were people who called God 
their Father and tried to live as His sons. They 
called Jesus their Lord and were pledged to His 
service. [hey had a new Spirit in them which showed 
itself in the way they thought and felt and acted. 
Men who had that Spirit belonged with them. Others 
joined them in the hope of receiving more of that 
Spirit. The New Testament is full of this thought 
of the present power of God’s Spirit working within 
men. : 
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To believe in the Holy Spirit is not merely to ac- 
cept the fact that once upon a time new energy came 
into men’s hearts from God, helping them to think 
better and to live better. It is to believe that God’s 
Spirit is alive and working within us now and that 
there are great reservoirs of new power from God 
ready to be used by those who are fit to receive it. 
We settle down easily to the idea that we have only 
a certain amount of strength for understanding and 
for doing. We think we cannot be very different 
from what we are. To believe in the Holy Spirit 
is to believe that just as new energy and life are con- 
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from the worlds beyond our world, just as there are 
huge supplies of energy stored up in coal and iron, 
waiting for us to use it, so there are endless depths 
of new wisdom, new powers of loving .and making 
good stored up within us by the long working of 
God’s Spirit and coming to us constantly from Him. 
The truest Christians are people who live by this 
faith. They are always seeking by prayer and com- 
munion, by making contact with sources of new 
light and new strength in the Bible and sacraments 
and in the companionship of the servants of God, 
to open their lives to the more that God has to 
give. 


“The holy Catholic Church” 


The Church began as the friends and followers 
of Jesus. At first they were all Jews. As Jews they 
had a great deal to bind them together. They be- 
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longed to one race. They had a common faith in the 
God who had made Himself known to their ances- 
tors, who had sent them great prophets to tell them 
His will and had given them a Law to live by. They 
all knew the books of the Old Testament and be- 
lieved that God spoke to them in those books. They 
went to synagogues to hear the Law of God read 
and interpreted to them by their teachers, and to 
pray together. On great occasions they came to their 
one Temple in Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. But the 
friends and followers of Jesus had something new in 
common that began to mark them off from the Jews 
around them. The new thing was their loyalty to 
their new Master. They began to think His thoughts 
and follow His ways. They learned to pray in the 
way He taught them. They became sure that God 
spoke to them most clearly through Him. He knew 
the heart of God’s Law for them. 

The comradeship among the friends and fol- 
lowers of Jesus was so strong that it was not broken 
even by His death. Even in their first dismay and 
fear they clung together. When they were granted 
a sight of Him alive again, and when the new en- 
thusiasm and power of the Spirit took hold of them, 
their comradeship was stronger than it had ever 
been. They met together regularly for prayer. ‘They 
broke bread and shared a cup of wine together as 
He had done at His Last Supper with them and 
were one with Him in spirit as they did it. They 
shared with one another whatever they owned. The 
things He had said to them and the things He had 
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done were repeated so often that their memories 
held them fast. It was not long before they were 
scattered from Jerusalem by the persecution of the 
Jewish authorities, and then they took the great step 
of beginning to admit into their comradeship men 
and women who were not Jews. The book we call 
the “Acts of the Apostles’ gives us little glimpses 
of the Church in its earliest days. In the Epistles of 
St. Paul we have the very letters which he wrote to 
the congregations of Christians which he had 
founded in some of the cities of the Roman Empire. 
These are the best evidence we have as to what 
the Church was in the first years of its life, after it 
had broken away from its mother, the old Jewish 
Church. 

Nearly two thousand years separate the 
Churches we know from that earliest Church. 
Much more has happened in these centuries than 
we can even suggest here. Very soon the leadership 
of the twelve whom Jesus had chosen was taken 
over by others chosen by the Church because they 
showed special gifts of the Spirit. It was not long 
before these leaders were divided into the three 
ranks we know: bishops, presbyters or priests, and 
deacons. ‘The two great sacraments of Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper were firmly established and other 
rites were added, such as Confirmation, the laying 
on of hands; and Ordination, the setting apart of 
men for the ministry. Services of worship grew and 
are still growing. Hymns were written and are still 
being written. A comradeship which was first num- 
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bered in hundreds came to be numbered by thou- 
sands, then millions. What was at first a little sect 
of Jews became a society much larger and stronger 
than the Jewish nation had ever been. A religion 
persecuted by the power of the Roman Empire be- 
came the official religion of that Empire. Instead of 
being a dangerous thing which men joined at the 
risk of their lives; membership and office in the 
Church came to be an advantage to men who wanted 
power and wealth. Governments, which had tried 
to destroy the Church, sought to use it for their own 
purposes, often very far from Christian. When the 
Church became very large and strong it was harder 
to keep it together. Before many centuries had 
passed the Eastern and the Western parts broke 
apart. We still have the results of that division in 
the Roman Catholic Church of the West and the 
Orthodox Churches of the East. Four hundred years 
ago there was a great breaking up in the Catholic 
Church of the West, that is, in Europe. Partly be- 
cause the new nations wanted to be free from the 
control of the power the great bishops of Rome had 
gradually assumed, partly because many believed the 
Church needed to be brought back to the more 
simple and more inward religion of the New Testa- 
ment, great sections of the Church split off into 
separate bodies. The Church of England, from which 
our Episcopal Church is an offshoot or branch, broke 
away from the Roman Church of the West at that 
time. It kept more of the ways of worship and ways 
of government that marked the Catholic Church 
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of the West than many of the other Churches that 
split off at that time. It has always had leaders and 
members who believed we should be more like the 
great Churches of the West and the East that are 
usually called ‘Catholic’ and others who thought 
we should be more like the reformed Churches, 
which are usually called ‘‘Protestant.”’ Since the time 
of the Reformation, about four hundred years ago, 
there have been many other splits in the Church. 
So we have Congregationalists and Baptists and 
Presbyterians and Methodists and Quakers. All of 
these many kinds of Christians have come to the 
United States from every country of Europe and 
give us the confusion of Churches which we see 
around us. 

Because the Church is so sadly divided we find 
it hard to know what we believe in when we say, 
‘I believe in the holy Catholic Church.” The Church 
is called in the New Testament ‘‘the body of Christ.” 
That means that just as the body men saw when He 
walked and talked with them was the means by 
which He spoke to them and helped them, so the 
Church is the means by which His living Spirit still 
speaks to men and helps them, teaches them to pray, 
offers them forgiveness and blessing. Another New 
Testament name for the Church is “‘the household of 
God.” It is the home of those who have been led 
by Christ into a life of sonship towards God and 
brotherhood with one another. Men have said 
rightly that if the Church is the body of Christ or 
the household of God, then it must be holy, or God- 
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like, or Christ-like. But the lives of the people who 
make the Church have never been altogether holy 
or Christ-like. The Church has always had some 
very bad people in it and the saints have been always 
a small part of it. What can we mean then by call- 
ing the Church holy? We mean that the Church 
stands for God-likeness or Christ-likeness, and offers 
to men the helps to Christ-likeness. It stands for this 
even when the people in it are very unchristian. It of- 
fers men ways by which to become Christ-like, even 
when the very people in charge of these helps are 
very poor ministers of Christ. That does not mean 
that we can be careless about the wrongness of the 
people in the Church, especially when it is our own 
wrongness. Just as there are citizens of a nation who 
are disloyal and many others who are slack; just as 
there are members of a family who are very poor sons 
or sisters or fathers; so there are many members of 
the Church who are at heart not in it and hurt it more 
than they help. But the Church is kept alive by those 
who are honestly trying to be true to what it stands 
for. They do not give the Church its holiness. That 
comes from Christ and His Spirit. The true mem- 
bers of the Church are those who let Christ and His 
Spirit work through them. 

The Church as the body of Christ and the house- 
hold of God is holy. It is also ‘“‘Catholic” and 
“apostolic” and ‘‘one.”? Catholic means universal, 
“for all.”? God is the God of the whole world. His 
household is meant to be large enough to take in all 
men. It is not just for Englishmen or white men or 
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people like ourselves. Christ gave Himself for all 
men. If the Church is His body, it must give itself 
to all men. “Apostolic” means to carry on the same 
life that was in the Church of the first Apostles. 
It does not mean that the Church can never change. 
Everything that lives must grow and change as it 
meets new conditions. The Church has changed a 
great deal since it began. But if the Church is not 
to become something else it must keep true to the 
life and spirit of those first friends and followers of 
Jesus in whose comradeship it began. 

When many different Churches stand apart, re- 
fuse to worship together, even claim that they alone 
are the true Church, there is plainly something very 
wrong. It is not only a waste of strength and money 
to have rival Churches living and working in the 
same places. It hides the truth that there is one 
God and one Christ and one Spirit. It is false to the 
purpose of Christ to unite men in one brotherhood 
as the sons of one Father. There is a movement now 
to reunite the many bodies of Christians. But it 
moves very slowly because millions of men of many 
minds move slowly and the way is not easy to find. 
As things are, we have to live and pray and work 
in some one part of the greater Church which God 
wills. When we say we believe in “the holy Cath- 
colic Church” we give our loyalty not only to the part 
of the Church to which we belong, but to the Church 
for all, the Catholic Church. We pledge ourselves to 
work and pray for it. 3 

The life of the Church has two sides to it. It is 
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both a “receiving” and a ‘“‘giving’”’ life. We join 
the Church to receive what she has to give us from 
God and Christ and His Spirit. She gives us the 
truth about God and all our knowledge of Christ. 
She gives us the Bible and the leadership of her 
ministers. She gives us the sacraments and the com- 
panionship of others in prayer and service. All these 
are sometimes called, in old language, ‘‘means of 
grace.” That is a way of saying “helps to Christ- 
likeness.” This help comes to us in many ways. It 
may come through our parents or our friends. Peo- 
ple may receive it who are not full members of the 
Church, just as people may benefit by the life of a 
nation simply by living in it without being regular 
citizens. But the surest way to have these helps 
is to enter fully into the life of the Church. People 
get the best food for their bodies who go to their 
meals regularly and do not depend on the food they 
might happen to find hanging on trees or lying on 
the ground. Those whose spirits are best fed are 
they who use most faithfully the helps that God of- 
fers us in His Church. 

The life of the Church is also a “‘giving.”’ It is 
made up not only of the people who join in taking 
what God gives, but of those who join in giving 
what God asks. He asks our trust or faith and our 
loyal service to His kingdom. The Church could not 
live at all if men did not give. Giving money to sup- 
port the Church is only one small but necessary 
part of it. She needs men and women to give them- 
selves to the work of the ministry and teaching and 
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caring for those who aré sick and in need. Above all 
she needs people who give themselves to the serving 
of God and men in every calling. 


“The Communion of Saints” 


The Church is a “communion.” We sometimes 
hear our branch of the Church spoken of as “our 
communion.”’ Communion is having deep things in 
common. It is a “‘meeting’’ of spirits. Bodies, that 
take up space, meet by touching. Minds or wills or 
spirits meet by having things in common. If you 
and another person had nothing at all in common 
you could not meet at all no matter how much you 
touched one another, or how near you were in space. 
If the words you spoke meant nothing to the other 
person, if the things that made you laugh made him 
cry, if what looked red to him looked blue to you, 
you could not meet him as well as you meet a horse. 
You would be hopeless strangers to each other. The 
fact that you can meet people and understand one 
another is because you can think the same thoughts 
and see the same sights and laugh at the same jokes 
and like the same people and work at the same 
problems. The more you have in common the closer 
you come together. We use the word ‘‘communion”’ 
to name a very close meeting of spirits. People 
who enter into communion with one another do not 
merely meet on the outside edges of their lives, like 
people who talk about the weather together; they 
meet at the center of their lives, in the deepest 
things. That is the reason that the word “‘commu- 
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nion”’ is used ordinarily in speaking of religion. Peo- 
ple who share the highest and holiest things are 
brought nearer together by that than in any other 
way. There is nothing that has bound men together 
so closely as real religion. The friends and followers 
of Jesus were brought very near together and held 
fast together because they had Him in common. 

Having the holiest and highest things in common 
is what is meant by the ‘‘communion of saints.” To 
belong to the communion or fellowship of those who 
are joined together by Christ is to be a part of a 
great unseen society. That communion reaches way 
beyond the here and now. It includes all who have 
ever been brought near to God by Christ. It ties our 
lives up with lives that have passed out of this world 
into the hidden life of God’s everlasting kingdom. 
It is a bond between earth and heaven. 


CHAPTER VII 


WE BELIEVE IN FORGIVENESS 
AND LIFE EVERLASTING 


“The Forgiveness of sins” 


SIN IS THE WRONGNESS in us that separates us 
from God. Since God is a perfectly good Will the 
wrongness in us which separates us from Him is a 
wrongness in our wills, in what we seek to do and to 
be. Just as we come near to men by agreeing with 
them, by sharing their thoughts, by caring for the 
things they care for and working with them, so we 
come near to God by sharing His thoughts and will- 
ing what He wills. Jesus was very near to God be- 
cause He agreed with God. He saw things as God 
sees them. He did His Father’s will. Sin is disagreeing 
with God. To think of ourselves as the most impor- 
tant beings in the world and act that way is to dis- 
agree with God. To care more for possessions than 
we care for people is to disagree with God. God is a 
lover of truth. So when we lie, we work against God. 
God is clean. When our minds are not clean we are 
shut off from God. God cares as much for our neigh- 
bor as He does for us. When we treat our neighbors 
as less important than ourselves we show our unlike- 
ness to God. 
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At first our wrongness seems to be what we do 
and say that is against God. When we look deeper 
we see that the greatest wrongness lies in what we 
are. Jesus said that wrong acts and words come out 
of our hearts just as fruit grows from a tree. A tree 
bears the kind of fruit that is natural to it. The 
things we do and say show the kind of people we 
are. [he real trouble is that we care for the wrong 
things. If we are to please God by being like Him 
we need a “change of heart,” a new spirit in our 
lives. 

We say in the creeds that as Christians we be- 
lieve in “the forgiveness of sins.’’ What does that 
mean? Suppose you lend a friend a tennis racquet 
you particularly like and he carelessly leaves it out 
in the wet and ruins it. Suppose you tell a friend a 
secret that you very much want him to keep and he 
tells it to another. Suppose you go on a camping trip 
with someone and he is so disagreeable during the 
whole trip and so lazy about doing his share of the 
work that he nearly spoils all your pleasure in it. 
Suppose you invite someone to your house and find 
later that he has taken advantage of being alone in 
your room to carry off your favorite knife. Suppose 
you take the pains to do much for someone and he 
takes it all as a matter of course and shows no 
gratitude. Suppose someone you try to play a game 
with always shows himself a poor sport, is angry 
whenever the game goes against him, and claims 
every doubtful point for himself. In all those cases 
wrong has been done to you. You have been hurt. 
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Things you care about have been hurt. The other 
person has made himself your enemy in little ways 
or large ways. What can you do about it? 

There are very different ways of dealing with 
a person who has done wrong to you. You can say, 
‘He hurt me, [ll hurt him. He broke something of 
mine, I’ll break something of his. He was mean; 
I'll be mean.” Then you go down to the level of the 
person who has done you wrong, and add a second 
wrong to the first one. Probably the other person 
will give more of the same kind in answer and a 
small war will be started. Or you can say, “He hurt 
me. He took advantage of me. He wasn’t square 
with me. I[’ll have nothing more to do with him. 
I'll close my door to him.” If the man who has 
done wrong were treated in this way by every one, 
he would soon be shut out from the companionship 
of all good people and his chance of “coming back”’ 
would be very small. 

‘When people do wrong to us, we often treat 
them in one of these two ways, but not always. If 
the person who has hurt us is someone we care a 
great deal for, an old friend or a brother or a son, 
we often say, ‘It’s true that he did me wrong. But I 
care for him still. I don’t want that wrong to stand 
forever between us. I am ready to start afresh with 
him and be friends again.’’ And very often when we 
act in this third way, the person who has hurt us says 
that he knows he was wrong and is sorry for it and 
will do all he can to repair the damage he has done. 
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He dislikes the thing in himself that we dislike and 
joins us in putting it aside. That is what we mean 
by forgiveness. Forgiveness is keeping the will for 
friendship in the face of wrong. Forgiveness is hold- 
ing the door open for a new start. When Jesus told 
the story of the father who received the Prodigal 
Son home again with open arms and a feast of wel- 
come, He was not talking about a very rare father. 
He was speaking of what quite common human af- 
fection does many times. His point was that if quite 
ordinary human fathers do that, how much more 
will God do to those who have wronged Him! 

Men have often wondered how God deals with 
their wrongness. They have sometimes thought that 
He would deal with us as we frequently deal with 
one another, that He would meet injury with injury 
and hurt us for hurting Him, or that He would shut 
the door against us forever because of the hurt we 
have done to His cause. Christ taught us that be- 
cause God cares for us and looks upon us as His 
sons He always looks beyond our failures and holds 
the door open to us. He made that real by the way 
He dealt with men Himself, offering His companion- 
-ship to men who least deserved it. He did not let 
men off easily or say that their failures did not 
matter. He knew that they could not really enjoy 
His companionship until they saw with His eyes and 
hated the things in themselves that He hated. He 
taught them to face their own wrong-doing squarely, 
to be openly sorry for it and ‘‘turn about.” But He 
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made it clear that before they ‘‘turned about’? God 
was waiting for them and offering them the chance 
for a new start. 

In the prayer which we have learned from 
Christ we say many times, ‘‘Forgive us our tres- 
passes, As we forgive those who trespass against 
us.’ ‘hat prayer shows the close connection between 
God’s way of dealing with us and our way of dealing 
with our neighbors. When someone wrongs us, he 
does not wrong a person who has never done wrong 
himself. If we act as though we were perfect and 
could shut our neighbors out from the company of 
good people, we act a lie. We need forgiveness our- 
selves, the forgiveness of God and of men. If we 
are not forgiving to those who injure us, we set 
ourselves against God and refuse the companionship 
of the forgiving God. To say “‘I believe in the for- 
giveness of sins’’ is first of all to declare our faith 
about the way God deals with us, but it carries 
with it a renewed pledge to deal with our neigh- 
bors in the same way. 


“The Resurrection of the body: And the Life ever- 
lasting’ 


In an old chronicle of English history, written 
about A. D. 700, we are told of a speech made 
by one of the nobles of King Edwin of Northumbria 
when the king and his councilors were considering 
whether they would become Christians: ““The pres- 
ent life of man upon earth, O king, seems to me, in 
comparison with that time which is unknown to us, 
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like to the swift flight of a sparrow through the 
house wherein you sit at supper in winter, with 
your Ealdormen and thegns, while the fire blazes 
in the midst and the hall is warmed, but the wintry 
storms of rain or snow are raging abroad. The spar- 
row, flying in at one door and immediately out of 
another, whilst he is within is safe from the wintry 
tempest; but, after a short space of fair weather, he 
immediately vanishes out of your sight, passing from 
winter into winter again. So this life of man appears 
for a little while, but of what is to follow or what 
went before we know nothing at all. If, therefore, 
this new doctrine (Christianity) tells us something 
more certain, it seems justly to deserve to be fol- 
lowed.”’ 

The old Saxon noble was pondering a question 
which men have wondered about for thousands of 
years. What lies beyond this life we know here on 
earth? Is there more life beyond death? What is 
it like? We know a great deal more about the long 
life of mankind in this world than has ever been 
known before. We have reasons to think the world 
will last much longer than men used to expect. But 
the mystery of death is always with us and the world 
will not last forever. 

We can reach into the future only by the power 
of imagination. That is true of tomorrow and of 
next year. It is true of life beyond death. We can- 
not know tomorrow in the same way we know to- 
day or yesterday. That does not mean that our 
imagination has nothing to work with and can find 
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no truth about the future. Just as we can draw a 
short line on a piece of paper and then say where 
it will go if it is carried further; just as we can aim a 
shot from a gun and imagine about where it will 
fall; so we can see where things are heading today 
and imagine very truly how they will be another day. 
Among the things we find about us some strike us as 
changing and on the surface, others as lasting and 
deep-lying. ‘That is true in what we find in the peo- 
ple around us. We say of the feelings that a friend 
may show that they are only “‘a passing mood”’ and 
expect that tomorrow his real character will show 
itself again because it lies deeper and is more a part 
of him. The ripples on the surface of a river may 
be moving in a different direction tomorrow from 
today, but we are sure that the main current will be 
moving the same way. Even among the changing 
things of a world that is always changing there 
are some things more abiding than others. Our 
imaginings about tomorrow are built on the things 
we believe to be strong and lasting. We come home 
from a long journey confident that we shall have a 
welcome at home because we are sure of the last- 
ing love of those who live there. We go to sleep 
expecting to wake up in a world which is at bot- 
tom the world of yesterday. 

As was said earlier in this small book, our re- 
ligion has to do with what we believe is the rock- 
bottom truth about the universe we live in. It means 
believing not only that some things last longer than 
others, but that there are everlasting things. To be- 
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lieve in God as He is shown to us through Christ is 
to believe that there is a Person, a Spirit, who is 
the same yesterday, today, and tomorrow, who is 
forever living and does not die. Through the great 
prophets and teachers He has sent to us, above all 
through Christ, we find ourselves called to love and 
seek things which are eternal, things which do not 
pass away. [he sureness grows in us that how we 
live makes an everlasting difference. The companion- 
ship into which Christ invites us to enter is not for 
today or tomorrow only. It is forever. 

Our faith that God offers us eternal life, life 
beyond this life that ends in death, is built altogether 
on our faith in God and His caring for us. When 
Jesus was asked whether men would live again He 
answered that ‘God is the God of the living, not 
of the dead.” He was sure that those whom God 
had granted companionship with Himself would be 
kept forever in God’s company. God made men for 
Himself and God can be trusted to keep His own. 

When we try to imagine what life out of this 
world would be like our imaginations have a hard 
time. We see that our bodies die and turn again © 
to the earth from which they came. Some men have 
thought that the “life of the world to come” must 
be a life without any bodies, a life of pure spirits, of 
minds and wills having communion with God and 
with one another without any bodies in which to 
live and through which to meet one another. The 
men who gave us our Bible, men who thought as the 
Jews thought, felt that a picture of life without 
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any bodies is too thin and ghostly and shadowy to 
describe the fullness and realness of the life that 
God has in store for us. They knew that the bodies 
we have here belong to this world of time in which 
death is the rule. But they could not think of a real 
life, in which what we are here truly goes on, the 
very “you” and “I” that are now, as a life with- 
out any body. They imagined God giving us a new 
body, a mysterious, heavenly body, as our dwelling 
place and means of living beyond. They believed 
that just as our bodies carry on the record of all 
that we have been and done and thought in this 
world, so all that we have been and done and 
thought is taken up and given a new form in God’s 
heavenly kingdom. Our creeds speak the language 
of the men who gave us the Bible. They speak of 
the “resurrection of the body,” the lifting up again 
into life of the real you and me that we find it so 
hard to think of without our bodies. The important 
thing as we say these words is not that we think 
in exactly the same pictures that those first Chris- 
tians used, but that we enter into their faith that 
God holds out to those who put their trust in Him 
the promise of full, real, life everlasting. That faith 
is not merely a comfort when we face the death 
of those we love or when we think of our own. 
It opens out before us a larger life than we can 
dream of. It is like coming from a little cramped 
place into a great unexplored country that offers 
us possibilities of life that pass our understanding. 
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